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Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden 
A Maple Street resident died and two homes were destroyed in an early 
Monday morning fire investigators say was caused by a discarded cigarette 
butt. 


Resident dies in early 
morning blaze caused 


by cigarette 


Couple, including 
firefighter, lost their 
home as well 


By Michael Harrison 
mharison@ turely.com 


BONDSVILLE - Investigators 
say they believe a discarded ciga- 
rette started the fire that engulfed 
one side of a Maple Street duplex, 
heavily damaged the other, and 
claimed the life of a resident early 
Monday. 

Bondsville Fire Chief John 
Daniels and State Fire Marshal Pe- 
ter J. Ostroskey announced their 
findings after the Bondsville Fire 
Department and firefighters from 
more than a half dozen other area 
departments responded to a call at 
3010-12 Maple Street at 5:45 a.m. 

“The improper disposal of 


smoking materials” was cited as 
the cause, according to a statement 
Tuesday afternoon. 

“The fire originated on the out- 
side front stairs where the victim 
frequently smoked. There was dry 
mulch, leaves, and dried-up potting 
soil in the area where the fire started 
along with evidence of smoking,” 
the statement from the officials said. 

The identity of the victim will 
be released by the Hampden Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office after formal 
identification by the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner, according 
to the statement. 

One person who was home on 
the 3012 side of the duplex escaped 
without injury. That turned out to 
be Olivia Barber, the girlfriend of 
Bondsville firefighter Kyle Smith, 
who wasn’t home at the time. Bar- 
ber, who escaped the home with 
the couple’s dog, reported the fire. 
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Turley Publications photo by Deanna Sloat 


An annual tradition at Palmer High is honoring the top 20 academic achievers in each graduating class. The Class of 2021’s top 20 — plus one — was 
honored at a May 19 School Committee meeting and are shown here wearing their medals. Pictured, here on the front steps of Palmer High School are 
Valedictorian Jacob Mastalerz, Co-Valedictorian Karissa Wood, Salutatorian Sasha Bernard, Amelia Bachand, Jocelyn Benard, Chelsea Bigos, Mason 
Brown, Joseph Chartier, Madison Cole, Olivia Coughlin, Marissa Dinelle, Tori Edwards, Kendall LeVasseur, Miyah Mega, Emma Shorette, Olivia Sloat, 
Aidan Smith, and Jiying Xu. Unable to attend, so not pictured were Phoebe Dela, Nicholas Silva, and Dominick Tracz. 


Highest achieving students 
recognized at school 
committee meeting 


By Jonah Snowden 
jJsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER - During a Palmer 
School Committee meeting last 


week, 21 high-achieving Palmer 
High seniors were recognized and 
honored. 

Superintendent of Palmer 
Public Schools Patricia Gardner 
said this is one of the events that is 
part of PHS tradition. Each of the 
honored students was presented 
with a medal. 

“Palmer has a long history 


of the top 20 graduates,’ Gardner 


said. 

“We wanted to give students 
something they can remember. I 
am sure we all have gotten hun- 
dreds of certificates and many of us 
don’t know where those are, so we 
have always tried to give our “Top 
20’ and our John and Abigail Ad- 
ams Scholarship recipients (some- 
thing to cherish). We’ve always 
tried to give them a remembrance 


and when Mrs. North started, (the 
medals) being worn at graduation 
on their gowns and tonight, we 
again have a remembrance of this, 
for them.” 

Palmer High School Princi- 
pal Susan North presented medals 
which this year were awarded to 
the top 21 students. Each student, 
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MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 


PHS Band added to the roster of participants 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — For a hastily or- 
ganized event that almost didn’t 
happen, the town’s Memorial Day 
parade seems to get better by the 
day. 

When preparations for the pa- 
rade began a couple of weeks ago 
in the wake of Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
rapid rollback of pandemic restric- 
tions, it appeared the Palmer High 
School Band, sidelined during the 
COVID crisis, would have to sit this 


one out, too. After a brief Tuesday 
morning phone call between Palmer 
Town Councilman Bob Lavoie and 
PHS Band Director Christopher 
Beaudry, Lavoie was happy to hear 
the band would participate after all. 

Like everything else during the 
14-month pandemic, however, there 
will be some restrictions. 

“They will march, but as far 
as the logistics because regulations 
still exist, the band can’t play while 
they march, but they are going to 
perform at the ceremony after the 
parade,” Lavoie said. 


“The Palmer High School Band 
is pleased with the opportunity to 
help represent Palmer High School 
while honoring our veterans at this 
year’s Memorial Day proceedings,” 
Beaudry said. 

“Unfortunately, current safe- 
ty guidelines prohibit our perfor- 
mance in the parade portion but we 
will be marching and the PHS Color 
Guard, under the direction of The- 
resa Watkins, will be performing 
their routines from this year’s half- 
time show! Then, at the ceremony, 
we will be allowed a separate area 


to perform from while respecting 
the safety guidelines. Although this 
won’t be 100 percent back to nor- 
mal, it will feel really good to have 
the town come together on Memo- 
rial Day.” 

The Palmer High Band will 
perform traditional music, includ- 
ing “The Star-Spangled Banner,’ 
“Taps,” — during the 21-gun salute 
in honor of the town’s and Amer- 
ica’s war dead — and “God Bless 
America” to close the post-parade 
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The Palmer High School Marching Band, shown here participating in a 2019 
Alzheimer's Walk event, will march in Palmer's Memorial Day parade Mon- 
day and perform after the parade during the ceremony at 24 Converse Street 


(Converse Middle School). 





ELECTIONS 


Monson voters go to the polls 8 
a.m.-& p.m. June 8 at Memorial Hall, 
198 Main Street. Anyone who would 
like a vote by mail application can 
contact the clerk’s office or go to 
monson-ma. gov by 5 p.m. June 2. For 
inquiries contact the Monson town 
clerk’s office at: 413-267-4115 or 
email townclerk @ monson-ma. gov. 

There are five candidates for 
three School Committee seats. That 
includes Jackie Watts Jr., who is run- 
ning unopposed to serve the one year 
remaining on a term that was vacated. 
Four others — Gennie Bailey, Emily 
raves-Harrison, Jeffrey Lord, and Al- 
ison Morgan — are vying for two seats 
with three-year terms. We asked them 
to respond a questionnaire by email. 
Here is what they had to say: 
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Q&A with Monson School Committee 


Alison Morgan 
Age: 38 


Occupation: Special Education 
Supervisor and Speech-Language 
Pathologist 
Education: Bachelor of Science 
in Communication Sciences and 
Disorders, Master of Science in 
Speech Language Pathology. 
Prior public offices held: None 


Q: Other 
than manag- 
ing COVID-re- 
lated _issues, 
what do you 
think Mon- 
son’s School 
Committee 
needs to focus 
on while pre- 
paring for the 
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Emily Graves-Harrison 
Age: 39 


Occupation: Children Specialist at 
the Massachusetts Commission for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Education: A.S from Holyoke Com- 
munity College in Criminal Justice 
with a minor in Deaf Studies. 
B.A. from the Elms in Social Ser- 
vices with a certificate in Paralegal 
Prior pub- 
lic offices 
held: School 
Committee for 
Monson from 
2018-present 


Q: This 
has been a 
challenging 
year for you 
and the rest 


GRAVES-HARRISON I page 15 





Gennie Bailey 
Age: 33 


Occupation: Licensed Mental 
Health Clinician- Private practice 
in Hampden, MA as well as a Reiki 

Master. 

Education: BA in Psychology from 
Westfield State and MA from Amer- 
ican International College 
Prior public offices held: n/a 


Q: Oth- 
er than 
managing 
COVID-re- 
lated issues, 
what do you 
think Mon- 
son’s School 
Committee 
needs to focus 
on while pre- 
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candidates 


Jeftrey Lord 
Age: 58 


Occupation: Sr. Real Estate Parale- 
gal, Real Estate Agent, Landlord 
Education: Boston University, Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts, North- 
eastern University 
Prior public offices held: None 

Q: As School Committee 
Chair, this has 
been a chal- 
lenging year 
for you to 
say the least. 
What do you 
consider the 
best example 
of your lead- 
ership during 
the pandem- 
ic? Converse- 
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Jackie Watts Jr. 
Age: 48 


Occupation: Springfield public 
schools custodian 
Education: Graduated from Long- 
meadow High School 
Prior public offices held: N/A 


Q: Other than managing 
COVID-related issues, what do 
you think 
Monson’s 
School Com- 
mittee needs 
to focus on 
while pre- 
paring for 
the 2021-’22 
school year 
and beyond? 
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New Birth Church sharing graduation 
joy with two young members 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


THORNDIKE — New Birth Church 
Pastor Bill Webb and fellow members 
plan on honoring graduating high school 
seniors Abby Cook and Ali Heydare on 
June 6. 

Webb said the rea- 
son why the church 
wanted to celebrate 
these longtime mem- 
bers is because of the 
lack of opportunities 
have to celebrate reach- 
ing this milestone due 
to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

“What we've 
been through this past 
year has been pretty 
challenging to say the 
least,’ Webb said. 

“Both of them 
went through a lot to 
accomplish their goals. 
We thought it would be 
a great thing to contrib- 
ute something to them. 
The goal is investing in 
their future.” 

After receiving the 
news of New Birth’s 
generosity, Cook, who 
is graduating from 
Quabbin Regional High 
School, said she has 
been part of the church 
family her entire life. 

“ve been there 
since the weekend I was 
out of the hospital I was 
a born in,’ Cook said. 

“T’ve known every- 
one there my entire life 
and it definitely is like 
having a second family, 
so being able to be with them during the 
pandemic. Even though I couldn’t go to 
school or do normal things like.” 

Aside from being excited to b cele- 
brated June 6, she is also grateful for her 
longtime friendship with Heydare, who 
she did not see for a while. 

“Even when see each other at church 
now, it’s just like I never stopped seeing 
him,” Cook said. 

“Since my church was remote, we 
would only do Facebook services, so I 
didn’t get to see anyone for a while, but I 





still remained in touch with Ali.” 
Heydare, who is graduating from 
Palmer High School, said navigating the 
pandemic was hard because he was out 
of in-person church and school for a long 
time, but was grateful for the church’s 
generosity both toward him and Cook. 
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New Birth will celebrate high school seniors and church 
members Abby Cook and Ali Heydare on June 6. 


“T just know they care and love very 
much,’ Heydare. 

“Whatever they have planned, I 
know it’s going to be out of purple love 
and I’m really excited to see what they 
have to offer and I know it’s going to be 
great.” 

The June 6 event will only be for 
church attendees. New Birth is still prac- 
ticing public health protocols, such as 
wearing face masks and social distanc- 
ing. 
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Voters turn down fire dept. 
request for new equipment 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


WALES — The fire department is 
not getting a new truck this year. 

That was among the 26 articles 
decided at the May 19 Wales Annual 
Town Meeting held at Tantasqua High 
School. Article 20 asked voters wheth- 
er or not to approve the purchase of a 
new rescue/pumper for the department 
at a cost of $676,000. 

With 123 voters in attendance, 
two-thirds were needed to approve the 
article. The 77 votes in favor in the se- 
cret ballot fell four short of the 81-vote 
threshold needed for the fire depart- 
ment to make the purchase. 

“They’re going to ask for the fire 
truck again (next year), Wales Town 
Clerk Leis Phinney said after the meet- 
ing. 

She predicted the department 
would do more outreach leading up to 
next year’s town meeting. 

“They'll do more open houses at 
the fire station and try to talk about it 
more. Maybe do more on public access 
(TV),” Phinney said. 

The article generating the most 
discussion, Article 23, which would 
have created a select board-appointed 
Open Space Committee also was de- 
nied. According to the article, the com- 
mittee would have had the responsibil- 
ity of coming up with an open space 
and recreation plan. The article cited 
data showing 410 undeveloped parcels 
in Wales totaling 4,881 acres, of which 
52% are “permanently protected.” 

“People somehow got the idea that 
if they passed it, the open space com- 
mittee could tell them what to do and 
not do with their property, but that’s 
not what it was about. It’s about pres- 
ervation and planning,’ Phinney said. 

Prior to the meeting, the town 
had posted information about the pro- 
posal explaining in more detail how 
the committee would have worked. It 


would draw up “an Open Space and 
Recreation Plan. As the by-law is writ- 
ten, in addition to producing an OSRP, 
the Committee would keep abreast of 
requirements and opportunities, advo- 
cate for, and educate about, the ben- 
efits of open space. The committee 
would work to preserve open space 
resources according to the OSRP. OS- 
RPs are informed through a public par- 
ticipation process and reflect the needs 
and desires of the community. Growth 
will happen; planning for it will allow 
the town to steer development in a 
way that maintains the character of the 
town and works to preserve natural re- 
sources in target locations,” the town’s 
post said. 

“But once they got that into their 
heads, they weren’t going to vote for 
it,’ Phinney said. 

Conversely, voters did approve Ar- 
ticle 24 giving the Board of Health au- 
thority to enforce standards on homes, 
buildings, and other property. It’s de- 
signed to allow the BOH to act when 
a property is deemed to be “filthy” or 
“blighted” and poses a public nuisance 
or health threat. 

“So that was a surprise to all of 
us who were involved in the meeting,” 
Phinney said. 

Another article asked voters if 
they wanted to place a referendum on 
the May 26 town election ballot that 
would change roads commissioner 
from an elected to an appointed posi- 
tion. That article passed. 

Voters also approved several pag- 
es-long Article 25, which allows and 
regulates the operation of medical and/ 
or adult-use (recreational) cannabis 
dispensaries in town. 

The Wales Town Budget for fiscal 
year 2021-’22 is just over $5 million, 
a less than 1% increase over the expir- 
ing fiscal year budget. Phinney said it’s 
still unclear whether or not the tax rate 
will change at all in the new fiscal year. 





Meet Ginger, who lives in Palmer. “Her name 
came from my granddaughter’s suggestion,” Cathy 
Berthiaume says. “Ginger is our diva. She does not 
walk on a leash well because we carry her outside to 
do her thing!” 

Which animals make your life special? We 
feature your pets every week here and on Facebook. 
All animals welcome! Is there a pet you’re fostering 
and trying to re-home? Email a high-resolution jpg 
of your pet with a little information to mharrison@ 
turley.com. 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 
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OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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When Smith arrived home, he assisted with the fire- 
fighting operation, Bondsville Assistant Chief Paul 
Sigovitch said. 

‘In the end, he got there and helped and it was ex- 
traordinary,’ Sigovitch said. 

The couple lost most of their belongings to smoke 
and water damage and their home is uninhabitable. A 
GoFundMe campaign has been set up to assist them. 

“Kyle was able to retrieve some things, but not a 
lot,’ Sigovitch said. 

“They were in contact with the American Red 
Cross, so they had a place to stay temporarily and 
someone offered them a place to stay, but it’s rough,” 
Sigovitch said. 

The fire was jointly investigated by the Bondsville 
Fire Department, Palmer Police Department and State 
Police assigned to both the Office of the State Fire Mar- 
shal and to the Office of the Hampden District Attorney. 

“Tt is always terribly sad when we lose one of our 
residents in a fire and on behalf of the Town of Palm- 
er, I offer heartfelt condolences to family and friends,” 
Daniels said. 

“T am grateful that the working smoke alarms kept 
this tragedy from being worse by alerting the neighbor 
on the other side of the duplex.” 

Firefighters were able to rescue two cats from 
Smith and Barber’s home. 

When our fire department came on-scene we were 
told two cats were inside,’ Sigovitch said. “Both need- 
ed oxygen and both were resuscitated.” 

Sigovitch said the construction of the duplex, with 
multiple pockets for hotspots to smolder made it partic- 
ularly difficult to fully extinguish. In addition to Bonds- 
ville, fire departments from Palmer, Three Rivers, 
Ware, Belchertown, Ludlow, Wilbraham, and Monson 
responded, along with the Palmer Police Department 
and Palmer Ambulance Service. Warren’s fire depart- 
ment provided coverage for Palmer. 

There were no injuries to first responders, but they 
were there until early Monday afternoon. 

“We could have had the fire under control a lot 
sooner than that, but because of the nature of the con- 
struction we had to get into (difficult to access) areas,” 
Sigovitch said. 

“Smoking is the confirmed or suspected cause of 
four of the five fatal fires in the month of May,” Ostros- 
key said. 

“Let’s enjoy being outside, but let’s not burn the 
house down. Use a deep ashtray or container for butts 
like a can with sand or water. Don’t stub cigarettes out 
on the railing or steps and don’t toss butts into dried 
mulch, leaves, or potted plants.” 

For more information, visit mass.gov/smokingfire- 
safety. 


Want to help? 
Anyone who would 
like to contribute to the 
GoFundMe for Smith and 
Barber can go to gofund- 
me.com/f/help-olivia-and- 
kyle. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. 
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Courtesy Photos 
Through the partnership of the Light Up Palmer Com- 
mittee and town Veterans Agent Troy Brin, over 47 
Purple Heart recipients have been honored through 
the Purple Heart Recognition Program with their own 
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Light Up Palmer Committee plans on selling commemo- 
rative ornaments at the Memorial Day parade on May 31. 
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In downtown Palmer, multiple banners honoring Purple 
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banner. 


Heart recipients are on display. 


Collaboration results in months-long tribute to 
Purple Heart recipients 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — The “Purple Heart 
Recognition Program” created by 
Light Up Palmer and town Veterans 
Agent Troy Brin is publicly paying 
tribute to residents wounded in service 
to their country. 

Banners displayed along Main 
Street in Depot Village through Veter- 
an’s Day, Nov. 11, showcases Palm- 
er as a town grateful for those who 


served, Light Up Palmer Chairperson 
Christine Smith said. 

“It’s been extremely well received, 
by the families who are involved and 
the public as well,’ Smith said. 

“We are looking forward to having 
a dedication on Purple Heart Day, Aug. 
7. The plans are in the initial stages. 
We’re going to invite all the families 
that are represented on those banners 
downtown.” 

On behalf of the committee, Smith 
said “it’s been a heartwarming and ful- 


filling experience. We had wanted to 
do something patriotic. Troy Brin has 
been instrumental in helping us put 
this program together. I do not think 
you will see this type of honor in any 
of our nearby towns. To see the pos- 
itive response is a really wonderful 
thing.” 

Smith also thanks Robert Haveles, 
President of the Palmer Historical and 
Cultural Center, for getting involved 
with the committee and helping get 
the flowers with the banners, Tailgate 


Tavern for contributing to the program, 
and New England Woodcarvers for 
purchasing all of the hardware. 

Smith said the committee will be 
selling commemorative ornaments 
during Monday’s Memorial Day pa- 
rade in Palmer. 

To stay updated with the Purple 
Heart Recognition Program and other 
efforts from the nonprofit organization, 
visit the Light Up Palmer Facebook 


page. 





Valley Music Showcase set for May 28 


SOUTHAMPTON — May 28 will 
mark the resumption of Season 5 of The 
Valley Music Showcase. The event will 
be accessible on Zoom, Facebook Live 
and YouTube and is designed to show 
off the best original music talent in the 
Western and Central Massachusetts, 
Central Connecticut and Southern Ver- 
mont. 

While the showcase is typically held 
every other month, the event will be the 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor 
at mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413- 


first of the year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Produced by Mark Sherry, 
the showcase is a “Mini-Music Festi- 
val’’ and juried live music competition. 

At each Showcase, five bands and/ 
or solo or duos drawn from all mu- 
sical genres are selected to grace the 
stage. They compete for about $1,000 
dollars of gift certificates and other priz- 
es from various local sponsoring busi- 
nesses. 


283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We appreciate the 


cooperation of our readers. 
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1 - 413 - 858 - 5172 


Celebrity judges at the Showcases 
include well-known musicians, elected 
officials and other well-known business 
and community members. 

The event will be filmed with no 
live audience at the beautiful Glendale 
Ridge Vineyards in Southampton, MA. 
All bands will have their own stage and 
use only their own equipment. The film- 
ing production will be done by Holyoke 
Media. 


Admission: FREE! On _ Line 
Event: Zoom Access: https:// 
usO2web.zoom.us/j/893 13620504 
Also Available on Facebook Live at 
www.facebook.com/valleymusicshow- 
case and YouTube Live 

Also available live on many local 
Community TV stations- check with 
your town’s channel 
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Emergency Facility Update 
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House of Art+« 
200 Main Street 


Monson 


**Covid 19 Guidelines in Place 


Plus Online Gallery 
www. MonsonArtsCouncil.org 


27th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale 


The Colors of Change 


May 15 - 16 © 22 - 23 © 29 - 30 © 2021 
Noon - 5pm ¢ Sales Shop 


Monson. Savings 
| Sa / 


Your Bank Forever 


Linda Lasto E 
ROBERTS LUDLOW 
PRINTING 





massculturalcounciLorg 





Leo S. Walsh Foundation 


Giclée Printing & Framing 
of ew tnplusd 
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Baystate fil Health 


in Baystate Health. 


BaystateHealth.org 








As of June 3, 2021, the Baystate Mary Lane 
Satellite Emergency Facility will close. 

All future emergency department services in 
the Baystate Health Eastern Region will be 
provided at Baystate Wing Hospital, located 
at 40 Wright Street in Palmer. 


We value and appreciate your ongoing trust 


For more information on the closure of the 
satellite emergency facility and alternative 
options for patient care, please visit 
BaystateHealth.org/EasternRegion 
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Were stronger 
as a country 
when more 
people vote 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


There is a fight going on over the heart 
of our democracy, and I worry that democra- 
cy is losing. Over the last few months, several 
states have moved decisively to make it harder 
for their citizens to vote, and more are on tap. 
It’s hard to tell yet whether this is just a blip 
or an actual reversal of the U.S.’s long trend of 
expanding voting access. Either way, it’s cause 
for attention. 

The earliest moves this year came in Iowa 
and Georgia, which made absentee voting hard- 
er and shifted some control over election pro- 
cesses from elections officials to partisan poli- 
ticians themselves. Florida recently cut back on 
drop boxes and ratcheted up ID requirements 
for requesting an absentee ballot. Texas’s 
legislature is moving forward with a bill that 
would hand power to partisan poll watchers, 
bar elections officials from mailing out absen- 
tee ballot applications and impose other limits. 
Ohio legislators want to limit drop boxes and 
reduce early in-person voting. Republican leg- 
islatures in Arkansas, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming have 
enacted restrictions, as well. 

Over the long course of American history, 
we've tended to move the opposite direction: 
toward expanding people’s ability to vote. In- 
deed, significant parts of our history revolved 
around who should be able to vote, since politi- 
cians always want to tilt the field in their favor. 
Originally, of course, the franchise was limited 
to white men with property. Then, over time, 
white men without property, Black men, wom- 
en, Native Americans, non-English speakers, 
and citizens between the ages of 18 and 21, 
won the right to cast ballots. 

To be sure, there are still plenty of peo- 
ple who are barred from voting by state laws. 
Some states don’t let convicted felons vote; 
many states deny the vote to people with psy- 
chiatric disabilities, and sometimes, poll work- 
ers impose their own competency standards, 
regardless of what the law says. Most states 
impose a residency requirement. Often, you 
have to have lived there at least 30 days, and 
though all states allow homeless people to vote, 
sometimes they have trouble meeting the regis- 
tration requirements. 

These days, the battles tend to revolve less 
explicitly around who should be able to vote 
and more around ease of voting. There is a 
strong argument to be made that this is just a 
different way of restricting the vote: Democrats 
made effective use of absentee ballots in the 
2020 elections, for instance, so Republican leg- 
islatures have imposed limits on their use for 
next time, though there are states, like Florida, 
where absentees were a prime GOP electoral 
tool in earlier elections. 

In general, voting rights advocates argue 
that making voting harder means that people 
who have historically turned out in smaller 
percentages will once again be at a disadvan- 
tage. Many people, over the course of a long 
career in politics, I’ve seen this first-hand, are 
intimidated by the voting process: showing 
up at a precinct, passing through a gauntlet of 
campaign signs and people with handouts, get- 
ting checked in, facing the prospect that they’ Il 
be humiliated by being turned away. Without 
encouragement, they opt not to show up at all. 
There are politicians who know this and take 
advantage of it. 

As a democracy, the United States is stron- 
ger when as many people as possible can vote 
and the electorate reflects the actual makeup of 
the population. This has two beneficial effects: 
it ensures that our elected representatives re- 
flect who we are; and it helps Americans not 
only feel a stake in the system, but believe that 
their voices are represented in the corridors of 
power. The opposite is also true. When people 
feel that efforts are being made to deny their 
participation, they write off the process and 
begin looking for other ways to affect politics 
and policy, including taking to the streets or 
developing sympathy for more authoritarian 
approaches to governing. 

It is too early to say how this year’s vot- 
ing-restriction laws will turn out; many of them 
will likely end up in court. But even if the urge 
to limit voting is hardly new, it’s dismaying 
that, well over two centuries since our found- 
ing, it remains so pervasive. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna- 
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years. 
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walked up to North and the school committee to 
receive a medal while audience members cheered. 

Among the recipients were School Committee 
Student Rep., Olivia Sloat, Salutatorian Sasha Ber- 
nard, Valedictorian Jacob Mastalerz and Co-Vale- 
dictorian Karissa Wood. 

“We have such high achieving students and it’s 
really nice to see them here today,” Gardner said. 

After receiving their medals, the students left 
the high school library to celebrate with family and 
friends. 
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Tomato planting 101 


With the quintessential frost-free 
target date of Memorial Day just days 
away, I think it’s the perfect time to en- 
courage folks to give gardening a try. 
Growing tomatoes is a good place to 
start. First, because growing them is rel- 
atively easy and secondly, because you 
will be delighted with a great 
return for your investment of a 
little money and some time. No 
supermarket tomato could ever 
compare to one that is home- 
grown and sun-ripened. 

First of all, head to the lo- 
cal nursery and select a plant. 
There are many varieties to 
choose from. Do you _pre- 
fer slicing tomatoes, cherry 
or pear-shaped for salads, or 
meaty paste types? If you plan 
on growing your tomato in a patio con- 
tainer, it may be best to settle on a de- 
terminate or bush type that will require 
next to no staking and will remain tidy 
in its pot. 

Find a spot in your yard that gets at 
least six hours of sun a day. Less than 
that and you will have more leaves than 
fruit. If necessary, remove existing sod 
to accommodate your plant(s). Toma- 
toes should be spaced about 18 inches 
to two feet away from one another. For 
one plant prepare a section two feet wide 
by two feet deep. Now, go ahead a dig a 
fairly deep hole. How deep depends on 
the size of your transplant. Since toma- 
toes have the ability to form roots along 
their stem, plan on burying one-half to 
three-quarters of the stem in addition to 
the root ball. Don’t worry; although this 
planting depth sounds extreme, it will be 
better for the plant in the long run. In my 
experience, a cup or two of well-rotted 
manure or aged compost mixed with the 
soil in the bottom of the planting hole 
along with a sprinkling of balanced or- 
ganic fertilizer is all the food your toma- 
toes will need during the growing season. 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





If you plan on growing your tomato 
in a container, choose one that is at least 
a foot wide and deeper if possible. Fill it 
50/50 with potting soil and garden loam 
or compost. The blend will be light- 
weight and nutritious. 

Tomatoes need support in the form 
of a cage or tall bamboo stakes 
wrapped with twine at regular 
intervals. Although your trans- 
plants may seem puny now, go 
ahead and install the supports 
at planting time. Once plant- 
ing is complete be sure to give 
them a hearty drink. Continue 
* | to water every other day for 
a the first week or so if nature 
doesn’t provide adequate rain- 
fall. Watering at the base of the 
plant will direct water to the 
roots and keep most of the foliage dry. 
A good practice in disease prevention. 
Once the plants are established, a deep 
watering twice a week is all that is nec- 
essary. Mulch of some kind, be it straw, 
grass clippings, chopped leaves or even 
sheets of newspaper will keep the weeds 
down and conserve moisture; some say it 
also helps to prevent disease by prevent- 
ing backsplash onto the foliage. 

Often times experts recommend 
pruning away the suckers that form be- 
tween the main stem and side shoots. f 
you do you will have fruit that is bigger, 
but in smaller quantities. Most of all, 
don’t worry about the rules and regula- 
tions, just do your best and have fun with 
your first gardening experience. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





Stand in solemn solidarity 
this Memorial Day 


rom stone walls in New York and 
Pes in Pennsylvania, barbed 

wire-laden trenches in Europe to 
remote volcanic islands of the Pacific, 
jungles in Vietnam to the deserts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, brave men and women 
have fought and died for the stars and 
stripes, and the ideals it represents. 

Many weren’t much older than those 
preparing to graduate soon from Ware 
Junior Senior High School when they 
answered the Lexington Alarm from 
their fields, shops and homes when they 
answered their country’s call when con- 
scripted for active duty service. Some 
never came home. 

Some, like West Brookfield’s Allen 
Everett, were held prisoner, as he was 
during World War I, before being liber- 
ated and making his way home. 

While many consider Memorial Day 
weekend the unofficial start of summer, 
rife with cookouts, the openings of pools 
and exuberant celebration, it 1s important 
to take a moment to remember the mean- 
ing of the holiday in the first place. 

Memorial Day, unlike the Fourth of 
July, reminds the nation of those lost in 
defense of the nation’s freedoms. Wheth- 
er it’s the freedom to assemble and speak 
out against a government policy, to pub- 
lish a contrary opinion or to worship in 
the manner of one’s choosing, we all 
owe a debt of gratitude to those men and 
women who never left the battlefield. 

The holiday has its roots in the af- 
termath of the American Civil War, orig- 





inally known as Decoration Day, when 
Union veterans adorned the graves of 
fallen soldiers with flowers. Similar ob- 
servances were held for Confederate sol- 
diers. After World War I, the holiday was 
expanded to honor all of the nation’s war 
dead, but wouldn’t become a national 
holiday until 1971. 

This weekend when folks assemble 
in Hardwick and Warren, or on Monday 
when they march in Ware’s Memorial 
Day Parade, the list of the town’s sol- 
diers from the Civil War to Vietnam are 
inscribed on stone monuments as a re- 
minder to the ultimate cost of freedom. 

While COVID-19 kept public re- 
membrances from being held last year, 
we are lucky to be able to gather and 
remember those we have lost and thank 
them for their service and their sacrifice. 
And for those who not yet comfortable 
doing so, they can be remembered pri- 
vately with the same gratitude. 

The National Moment of Remem- 
brance encourages all to pause wherever 
they are at 3 p.m. time on Memorial Day 
for a minute of silence to remember and 
honor those who have died in service to 
the nation. 

Now it as important as ever that we 
should spread the word of their service 
and act to advocate for critical benefits 
for those who make it home. We should 
both encourage and listen to the stories 
of veterans, whatever they choose to tell. 
And we should do this every day so as 
not to forget their sacrifices. 
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Quotes and notes 
for Memorial Day 


s Memorial Day approach- 
As families and friends are GUEST 
posting memorable and | COLUMNIST 


meaningful quotes and notes hon- 
oring loved ones who served in the 
military, and gave the ultimate sac- 
rifice for our freedoms. 

Often quotations simply state 
what someone has significantly and 
succinctly written. Quoting those 
exact words expresses our thoughts 
and the original author is acknowl- 
edged. However, there are times when, even with re- 
search, the quest for the quote results in: “Author Un- 
known.” 

Picture this: an outstanding quote overlays multi- 
ple rows of the dog tags from different eras, worn by 
our United States servicemen and women. Its riveting 
message has shocking contrasts. Unexpectedly a gem 
of truth lies within less than 25 words. That singular, 
poignant sentence uses the words “precious metals.” 
And, our minds usually conclude: gold, platinum and 
silver. Right? But, no, the “priceless metals” message 
resonates deeper. 

Grabbing your complete attention, the poignant 
statement captures your breath: 

“The most precious metals on earth are the Dog 
Tags of our warriors who made the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect our country’s freedom.” Author Unknown. 

During our country’s Civil War (1861-1865), iden- 
tifying that war’s casualties, amounting in the hundreds 
of thousands, became overwhelming. In 1906, Medals 
of America research indicated that the U.S. government 
decided that circular, imprinted aluminum discs would 
be worn as identification tags. By 1913 each of the 
military wore a half-dollar- sized disc, as a means of 
identification, around their necks, with the name, rank, 
company, regiment or corps. 

Through World War I (1914-1918) Dog Tag is- 
suances were protocol. In World War I (1939-1945) a 
new design, was issued in a rectangular shape. Notably 
during World War II, the nickname “Dog Tags” was of- 
ficially adopted. Later, during the Vietnam War (1955- 
1975), the dog tags were also tied in boots. Today, dog 
tags are made of stainless steel and are still a significant 
part of the military requirements. (Source: Medals of 
America) 

Several other Memorial Day noteworthy quotes 
also remind us of “The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier” 
in Washington, D.C. that is honored daily. The follow- 
ing quotes are by “Unknown Authors.” Each one arous- 
es a soul-stirring response: 

“Home of the free because of the brave.” 

“We don’t know them all, but we owe them all.” 

And, especially this Memorial Day weekend, when 
we see the American flag, may this quote be among the 
ones you remember and treasure: 

“Our flag does not fly because the wind moves it. It 
flies with the last breath of each soldier who died pro- 
tecting it.” 

God bless America and all those who fought and 
sacrificed their lives for our freedoms. 





JOAN E. B. 
COOMBS 


Will applying for 
disability hurt Social 
Security retirement 
benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: My husband turns 65 later this month. 
He has started having health issues, so much so that we 
are thinking about talking to his doctor about Social Se- 
curity disability. How would this affect him in applying 
for his Social Security benefits? Should we exhaust dis- 
ability efforts before applying for his retirement bene- 
fits? Signed: Concerned Wife 

Dear Concerned Wife: In order to qualify for So- 
cial Security Disability Insurance, or SSDI benefits, your 
husband’s disability must be considered total and must 
be expected to last for at least one year. And that will 
need to be substantiated by medical evidence from his 
doctor. So, having a discussion with his doctor is the 
right first step. 

Since SSDI benefits are based upon your husband’s 
full retirement age (FRA) benefit amount, if he is award- 
ed Social Security disability it would have no effect on 
his FRA benefit amount. In fact, if he is awarded SSDI 
benefits, they will automatically convert to his regular 
Social Security retirement benefit (at the same amount) 
when he reaches his FRA. SSDI benefits are replaced by 
Social Security retirement benefits once FRA 1s attained. 

So, should your husband exhaust disability efforts 
before applying for his Social Security retirement bene- 
fit? Provided that his doctor will support that he is totally 
disabled and expected to remain so for at least a year, 
your husband should apply for SSDI online at www.ssa. 
gov/applyfordisability. This will establish a base date 
which will be used to establish a disability onset date, 
which is what his SSDI benefit will be based upon if 
later awarded. You should be aware that it takes sever- 
al months to receive an initial SSDI determination, and 
that about 2/3rds of all SSDI applications are denied. But 
there is an appeals process in place which can be used in 
the event of an initial denial and if he believes that is an 
unfair decision. 

It is also possible for your husband to claim his 
personal early Social Security retirement benefit at the 
same time he applies for SSDI, so he can get some ear- 
ly Social Security income flowing while his SSDI ap- 
plication is being considered. Then, if his SSDI is later 
awarded, his smaller Social Security retirement benefit 
(reduced for claiming before his FRA) will be replaced 
by his higher SSDI benefit, and his higher SSDI amount 
will automatically become his Social Security retirement 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
State Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 


The 
Journal Register 


The Journal Register (USPS 
418-940) is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283- 
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Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
Mass. 01069. 
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As pandemic subsides, Palmer Library reopens, soes fine free 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


PALMER — The Palmer Pub- 
lic Library will officially re-open to 
the public on Tuesday, June 1, and 
will also be going “‘fine free” in or- 
der to make library services avail- 
able to every member of the com- 
munity. 

“This will be the first time in 
over a year that a member of the 
public has set foot inside the li- 
brary,” Palmer Library Assistant D1- 
rector Matthew DeCara said. 

The library closed due to the 
pandemic in March of last year. 
Since then, the library has offered 
many virtual services and curbside 
pick-up, but nothing replaces the el- 
ement of “walking in and seeing a 
friendly face,’ DeCara said. 

“We very much think of the 
library as a community center. It’s 
exciting to see the finish line on this 
whole awful chapter that we’ve all 
just been through.” 

For safety reasons, certain 
in-building activities will be lim- 
ited. In order to more effectively 


distance computer users, only half 
of the library’s computers will 
be in use, DeCara said. Meeting 
rooms will not be available and 
no in-person programming will be 
held inside the building until fur- 
ther notice. Curbside pickup will 
continue with extended hours, and 
delivery service will continue with 
no changes. Visitors are asked to 
wear masks, and library staff will 
be wearing masks as well. 

“We’re going to continue of- 
fering curbside pickup and delivery 
service for patrons who’d prefer not 
to come into the building right now 
(or who just think it’s convenient),” 
DeCara added. 

In addition to its upcoming 
reopening, the library will also be 
going “fine free,’ meaning no items 
will accrue late fees from this point 
forward. 

Going fine free has been dis- 
cussed since 2017, when the library 
held its inaugural “fine free sum- 
mer.” DeCara described the summer 
as “very popular” and a lot of over- 
due items were returned, with visi- 
tors excited that they didn’t have to 


worry about fines. 

Since then, the library moved 
to “fine free” for children’s and 
teen’s items. 

Now, everything is fine-free. 

“There are a lot of advantages,” 
DeCara said. 

“The main thing to us is that we 
provide access to [library services] 
to everybody across the board. The 
reality is that a .50 cent fine means 
a lot more to some people than it 
does to others, and we don’t want 
people to feel like they can’t use 
our resources or feel like they can’t 
come back.” 

DeCara added that research 
and a library survey revealed that 
many visitors would avoid coming 
back to the library because of fines. 

“That’s not what we want. It’s 
about making the library available 
to everybody in our community,’ he 
said. 

Library visitors who may have 
an overdue item in their possession 
are invited to drop off the item, no 
worries and no questions asked. 

The library will be reopen- 
ing with its regular summer hours, 





Courtesy photo 


Palmer Library staffers Amy Golenski, Matthew DeCara, Bridget Kennedy, Dan Meadow, Rich Clark Jr., and Ashley 


Ngan are ready to welcome the public back into the building. 


which are: Monday 10 a.m. to 5. Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Fri- 
p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; day 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday 10 am. to 8 p.m; For the latest library updates, 


visit palmerlibrary.org or find the li- 
brary on social media on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. 





Mass. Senate gives final approval to 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Bond Bill 


Legislation includes 
additional bond 
authorization for 
community- and home- 
based care services 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
State Senate last week unanimous- 
ly gave final legislative approval to 
a bill authorizing $400 million in 
bonds for the design and construc- 
tion of a new soldiers’ home facility 
in Holyoke. 

The bill, which passed the Mas- 
sachusetts House of Representatives 
earlier in the week and now moves to 
the Governor for consideration, also 
authorizes the issuance of $200 mil- 
lion in bonds to increase geographic 
equity and accessibility related to the 
continuum of long-term care services 
for veterans across the state. 

“T would like to thank Presi- 
dent Spilka and Speaker Mariano for 
your leadership and congratulate my 
colleagues on the conference com- 
mittee, for their hard work and ded- 
ication on this important issue,” said 
Sen. Anne Gobi, a member of the leg- 
islative Special Commission study- 
ing the COVID-19 outbreak that took 
place at the Holyoke Soldiers Home 
and a former vice chair of the Joint 
Committee on Public Service. 

“T am pleased that we have au- 
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thorized this bond bill to construct 
a new facility befitting the veterans 
we are hoping to serve, ensuring the 
highest quality care for them in the 
future.” 

Senate President Karen E. 
Spilka said “The Senate will always 
lead in its efforts to support the brave 
men and women who have served. 
Veterans of all generations deserve 
a facility that meets their growing 
physical and mental health needs, 
and this legislation provides a blue- 
print for those efforts.” 

The Mass. Legislature’s work 
isn’t over when it comes to the Sol- 
diers Home, she said. 

“More reforms are needed to 
help increase access to care in our 
communities for our veterans and I 
am committed to making that hap- 
pen,” Spilka said. 

“T want to thank the Senate and 
House conferees, House Speaker 
Mariano and my legislative col- 
leagues for their hard work and swift 
action in seeing this important mea- 
sure through.” 

The existing soldiers’ home 
in Holyoke was built in 1952 with 
many triple- and quadruple-bed 
rooms. Those capacity and facility 
issues became clear last year as the 
highly contagious COVID-19 virus 
spread throughout the home leaving 
more than 70 veterans dead. 

The bill passed by the Legisla- 
ture will advance the construction 
of a modern facility with a “small 





sy, 


house” concept to meet the needs 
of future generations of veterans. To 
further meet the needs of veterans in 
all corners of the Commonwealth, 
with an emphasis on those areas not 
primarily served by the soldiers’ 
homes in Chelsea or Holyoke, the 
$200 million in bonds authorizes the 
establishment of regional or satel- 
lite veterans’ homes as well as new 
or expanded supports for commu- 
nity-based care services and home- 
based care services. 

The $200 million for geographic 
equity was added to the bill by the 
Senate after passage by the House 
and maintained by the conference 
committee. 

In passing the $400 million 
bond authorization for a new sol- 
diers’ home in Holyoke, Massachu- 
setts 1s eligible to receive up to 65%t 
in federal reimbursement through the 
Veterans Affairs State Home Con- 
struction Grant Program. 

The bill includes Project Labor 
Agreement language that mandates a 
pre-bid, pre-hire labor agreement for 
the construction of the new facility in 
Holyoke, which will ensure that the 
workforce is local, diverse, inclusive, 
well-trained, safe and skilled. His- 
torically, such agreements on large 
taxpayer funded projects result in the 
completion of construction on-time 
and on or under budget. 

The legislation now goes to 
Gov. Baker’s desk for approval. 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 
unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 


BOSTON — This week, Gov. 
Charlie Baker will file legislation 
to extend certain emergency mea- 
sures in place via executive orders 
that are set to expire on June 15 
when the State of Emergency will 
be rescinded, his office said. 

Most restrictions, including 
limitations placed on businesses, 
will be rescinded effective May 29 
as Massachusetts nears the goal of 
vaccinating four million residents. 

This legislation proposes to 
extend measures providing for a 
temporary suspension of certain 
open meeting law requirements, 
special permits for expanded out- 
side dining at restaurants, and 
billing protections for COVID-19 
patients. When the State of Emer- 
gency ends, these orders will ex- 
pire, and temporarily extending 
these measures will allow for time 
to transition. 

Extending these measures, 
which were instituted by executive 
order, requires legislation. 

To allow public bodies to safe- 
ly meet during the pandemic and 
ensure public access to meetings, 
Baker issued an executive order in 
March 2020 allowing these bodies 
to meet quorum requirements even 
if meetings were held remotely 
through electronic means as long 
as measures were taken to ensure 
the public with electronic access to 
the proceedings. The bill seeks to 


extend these provisions related to 
the Commonwealth’s Open Meet- 
ing Law until Sep. 1, which will 
allow additional time to consider 
possible permanent changes to the 
open meeting law to provide for 
greater flexibility in conducting 
open meetings through reliance on 
electronic streaming and similar 
measures. 

The bill will also grant munic- 
ipalities authority to extend special 
permits for restaurants offering 
outdoor dining issued under the 
State of Emergency through Nov. 
29. Under an executive order 1s- 
sued in 2020, municipalities were 
permitted to use an expedited pro- 
cess to approve temporary permits 
for new or expanded outdoor din- 
ing and alcohol service. Without a 
legislative extension, special per- 
mits granted under the Governor’s 
Order will expire 60 days after the 
end of the State of Emergency. 

The legislation will also ex- 
tend a protection adopted in an 
executive order that prohibits med- 
ical providers from billing patients 
who have received COVID-related 
emergency and inpatient services 
for charges in excess of costs paid 
by their insurers. As filed, the pro- 
tection would extend until Jan. 
1, 2022, at which time recently 
passed federal legislation that in- 
cluded protections for both emer- 
gency and non-emergency cases 
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Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


McNeely Tree Service |i 


Basic reading, writing and math skills 
High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Citizenship preparation 

Basic Computer Skills 

Resume Writing 

Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 
ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 

For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 


POSTPONEMENT: 


We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


Aunte Repair 









Baker files legislation to extend some 
COVID emergency measures 


will become effective. Earlier this 
year, Baker signed legislation es- 
tablishing surprise billing protec- 
tions for patients for non-emergen- 
cy services. 

“Massachusetts is leading the 
nation in the vaccination effort and 
that progress is enabling the Com- 
monwealth to return to normal,’ 
Baker said. 

“These temporary measures 
will help businesses and residents 
in this transition period, and I look 
forward to working on these and 
other issues in the week ahead with 
our partners in the Legislature.” 

Last week, Baker announced 
that on May 29, all industries will 
be permitted to open. 

With the exception of remain- 
ing face-covering requirements for 
masks in public and private trans- 
portation systems, hospitals and 
other facilities housing vulnerable 
populations, all industry restric- 
tions will be lifted at that time, and 
capacity will increase to 100% for 
all industries. The gathering limit 
will be rescinded. 

Before June 15, the admin- 
istration plans to take additional 
steps that will permit the continua- 
tion of targeted public health mea- 
sures beyond the end of the State 
of Emergency, including the mask 
requirements announced last week. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 

© & Excludes 
diesel & 

synthetic 

Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 6/30/21 T 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 6/30/21 T 


eo 


WHEEL I 
ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


e Firewood $240/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 
978-888-1693 


mOl] = @-to a 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


POSITION AVAILABLE 


TFL is seeking a Director of Adult Literacy/Operations Officer who is passionate 
about helping adult learners meet their educational goals. The successful candidate will work 
closely with TFL's Board of Trustees, tutors, students, volunteers, and community businesses/ 
organizations of the Quaboag Hills region and surrounding areas. General responsibilities will 
include: ¢ Recruiting, matching, and training volunteer tutors. ¢ Organizing and administering 
all programs of adult instruction, such as ESL, Reading, Writing, Math, HiSET, Computer Skills, 
and many more! ¢ Being aware of community educational needs and interests. 

e Providing educational guidance to assist adult learners in meeting their educational goals. 
¢ Coordinating fundraising and promotional efforts with a team of volunteers. 

This position requires 20-30 hours per week and is a year-round position. 
Interested candidates should send their resumes to topfloorlearningpalmer@gmail.com. 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! gf) saat ce 
Do you want to learn how to: 
facebook 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 
e Create a Facebook page, etc.? facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 











» Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 


( ae - to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
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(Up to $50/Parts SARTRE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 


Soles & Service 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 
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BAND 1 from page 1 


ceremony. 

Noah Lis will be set up early 
at 24 Converse Street, where the 
parade route ends, entertaining 
anyone looking to stake out a spot. 

Lavoie said he has a pretty 
good idea of local groups repre- 
sented in the parade but the list 
could still be growing. 

“We’ve got some classic cars 
coming, Scouts, Little League 


RE 


iWe Salute. 


To the brave men and women who have 
sacrificed to protect the security and integrity 
of our great nation, go our deepest respects 
and undying gratitude. They will live forever 
in our hearts and prayers. 


THANK YOU 


from the THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
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baseball, all the fire departments, 
and Palmer Ambulance,” he said. 
“And (PHS Principal) Sue North 
said there could be some chorus 
members and they might have 
the seniors march and that would 
be awesome if they all do. At this 
point, we just have to confirm lo- 
gistics and figure out who goes in 
what order.” 

Enhancing the patriotic flair 
will be an ap- 
proximately 
eight by 12- 
foot Ameri- 
can flag Mass. 
House’ _ Rep. 
Todd Smola 
is bringing to 
the event. 

“He grew 
up here and 
went to all the 
local schools,” 
Lavoie said of 
Smola. 

TY h 
town was on 
the verge of 
shelving the 
parade for a 
second con- 
secutive year 
because of the 
pandemic and 
was planning 
to go ahead 
with a quieter 
ceremony to 


MEMORIAL DAY 


REMEMBER AND HONOR 


May 27, 2021 


pay respects, but residents started 
asking council members to recon- 
sider. 

“T’m extremely impressed. It 
was a groundswell from the pub- 
lic,’ Lavoie said. 

“It came together really quick 
because people in town were ring- 
ing our phones saying ‘this isn’t on 
Charlie Baker — we want a parade! 
Have a parade.” 

So, they’re having a parade. 


Want to go? 

Palmer’s 2021 Memorial Day 
parade will begin forming at 10:30 
a.m. on Lawrence Street with the 
procession taking off at approxi- 
mately 10:45 a.m., heading down 
Thorndike Street to Converse 
Street and the old middle school, 
where the parade will wrap up at 
around 11 a.m. 

A memorial service for the 
country’s war dead will follow. 

Masks are no longer required 
outdoors for those who have been 
vaccinated, according to new CDC 
guidelines, but unvaccinated peo- 
ple are still expected to wear them. 
Social distancing is still part of the 
guidelines for anyone unvaccinat- 
ed, even outdoors. 

Stay connected with the Jour- 
nal Register on Facebook, where 
we'll post any important changes 
and notable additions to Monday’s 
Memorial Day event. 


THANK YOU 


To the Men and Women Who've 
Kept Americans Safe and Free 


Since 1776 























Pictured on the right ts Mr. Jonn E. Stolar, founder of J. Stolar Insurance. 
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Brimfield holds Memorial Day 
services, parade May 30 


BRIMFIELD — The Town of 
Brimfield will hold its annual Me- 
morial Day services at 2 p.m. Sun- 
day, May 30, on the Town Common. 

The committee extends a spe- 
cial invitation to all area veterans, 
enlisted service members and re- 
servists to join us so that we may 
recognize and honor them for their 
sacrifice and service. 

Ceremonies will begin with the 
drum roll and the veterans call to or- 
der as they process in. The ceremo- 
ny will feature the remembrance of 
current and former town residents 
who have passed in the last year 
with a roll call followed by the ring- 
ing of the historic Town Hall bell. 
Frannie Watson will sing the na- 
tional anthem, and sixth-grade stu- 
dents Colin Marquis and Braeden 
Campbell will read the Gettysburg 
Address and a poem. Starr Norman- 
din will have the honors of raising 


the flag later at the cemetery. Brim- 
field’s history buff Mike DeFalco 
will speak, state Sen. Anne Gobi 
and state Rep. Todd Smola will 
share brief remarks. 

At the conclusion of the cere- 
mony the parade will immediately 
form on North Main Street. The pa- 
rade will follow the procession of 
flags. Veterans and military person- 
nel will march, and there will be a 
wagon for veterans and others who 
want to join the parade but are un- 
able to walk the route, provided by 
Village Green Campgrounds. 

The Brimfield Fire and Police 
department will participate as well 
as the local Boy Scout and Cub 
Scout Troops 7 and Girl Scouts 
who have helped prepare for the 
day with the planting of flowers 
and flags at the soldiers graves. Per 
custom, all are encouraged to fall in 
behind the regiments and join in the 


parade. Children are invited to pa- 
triotically decorate their bikes and 
doll carriages. 

The parade route stops at the 
cemetery and two war monuments 
in town with a brief ceremony at 
each that includes an invocation, 
a ceremonial gun salute honoring 
the deceased veterans, laying of 
wreaths, raising the flag and the 
playing of Taps. Also, at the ceme- 
tery red carnations will be placed on 
veterans graves. 

Following the parade, all who 
marched are rewarded with Hoodsie 
ice cream cups. Everyone is invited 
to join this day of remembrance in 
honor of those who have sacrificed 
their lives for the country. 

Everyone is asked to observe 
any COVID-19 pandemic guide- 
lines in effect on May 30 in accor- 
dance with Gov. Baker’s orders. 





Ware's Memorial Day ceremony, parade set for May 31 


WARE — The town’s Memorial 
Day parade will step off from the 
American Legion on Maple Street 
on Monday, May 31, at | p.m., and 
continue to Veteran’s Park on Main 


x >alute to Veterans 
Remembering Those That Served 
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MOTORSPORTS 


2 Wilbraham Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


413-284-1673 


Burkhart Pizzanelli 


Street for a brief ceremony. It is 
recommended that all health guide- 
lines set by the state and the town 
of Ware be followed. Masks and 
social distancing are recommend- 
ed, as well as 
the help of those 
who attend to 
make this a safe 
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“Remembering those that served this. Memorial Day” 
Fresh Seafood + Take Out + Prime Rib Friday's After 5 pm 


6 am-Noon 
e Monday-Thursday 5 am-2 ish 


1456 North Main St., Palmer, MA <> 413-283-4536 
(US. Rt. 20 — 1.5 miles off MA Pike) 





FLOORMART, Inc. 


Carpet ¢ Laminates e Vinyl e Wood ¢ Ceramics ¢ Area Rugs 
4 Bridge Street, Three Rivers, MA 
413-284-0206 ¢ www.floormartiinc.com 


Thank you for 
your service 
and fae cat 


Salutes 

All Who 
Have Served 
Our Great 
Country 


and successful event. All veterans 
are encouraged to march in the pa- 
rade to honor the veterans who have 
gone before. The parade marshall 
this year is retired Major Francis 
“Butch” Moran and the speaker 
will be retired Sgt. Major Francis 
Bateman. 
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Local pre-schoolers get a 
hands-on lesson about therapy dogs 
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Staff members from the Hampton County Sheriff’s De- 


partment stopped by Monson’s Early Childhood Center 
to educate preschoolers and kindergartners about ther- 


apy dogs. 





ie 


the therapy dog. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — Students at the 
Early Childhood Center had the 
opportunity of seeing and learning 
more about the Hampton County 
Sheriff's Department’s Therapy 
Dogs last week. 

Therapy dogs Xito and Molly 
stopped by with their handlers May 
18-19 to explain to the students 
about the dogs’ responsibilities 
while they work and how they assist 
the department’s operations. Ther- 
apy Dog Trainer Nina Valentino 
introduced Xito to the class, along 
with handlers Joel Wun and Steph- 





After Xito was introduced, the kindergarteners were 
split into small groups and were given the chance to pet 





anie Fahey. 

Valentino told the class their 
dogs are present to “make people 
feel happy.” 

“That’s all they do,” Valentino 
said. “It’s their main job.” 

After Wun, Valentino, and Fa- 
hey finished introducing Xito, stu- 
dents went into small groups and 
took turns petting Xito. 

Valentino said the reason they 
stopped by to introduce therapy 
dogs is because of the department’s 
mission to fulfill the needs of all 
schools that reach out to them. 

“T think our dogs do bring a lot 
of happiness and a bright spot to the 
kids and even the staff,’ Valentino 


Turley Publications staff photos 
Kindergartner Caleb Houghton was given a chance to 
hold Xito’s leash. 





One of the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department’s ther- 
apy dogs, a 10 year-old German Shepherd. 


said. 

“Whenever we’re able to fulfill 
a request, we try to make ourselves 
available as we can to the commu- 
nity.” 

Early Childhood Center Dean 
of Students Colette Bidus, who was 
also happy for the sheriff’s Depart- 
ment’s two-day visit, said it was a 
chance to cheer up the kindergart- 
eners and preschoolers. “It’s been 
such a difficult year for all of the 
kids and staff,’ Bidus said. 

“We felt like this would be a re- 
ally great opportunity to bring some 
happiness and joy.” 








Pathfinder students help give vehicle 


new life 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


PALMER — From one 
department’s vehicle to an- 
other, Pathfinder Regional 
Technical High School stu- 
dents were able to transform 
a Ford Explorer from a police 
vehicle to one of the newest 
additions to the Belchertown 
Fire Department’s fleet. 

Belchertown Fire Cap- 
tain Robert VanZandt, who 
is also a graduate from Path- 
finder, said this one of several 
vehicles the department has 
had worked on by the auto- 
motive students. 

“We’re using the vehi- 
cle for administrative uses, 
training, and some emergen- 
cy response,” said VanZandt. 

Rather than purchasing a new 
vehicle, the department purchased 
the vehicle for its trade-in value 
from the police department. 

Students repaired rust, in- 
stalled rear seats, painted the ve- 
hicle and other repairs to the 2014 
Ford Explorer. 

Pathfinder automotive teach- 
er Craig Sankey said the students 
get the opportunity to give back to 
their communities. 

“Our towns are responsible 
for our budgets, and we want to 
give back to them. It’s 
important for students 
to get this hands on 
learning —_ experience, 
too,” he said. “This year 
with COIVD, it’s make 
the timing (of the proj- 
ect) tough, but we per- 
severed. It’s been good 
to be in the shop for the 
year... This is one of the 
bigger projects.” 

He said while the 
program can’t guar- 
antee a project will be 
done immediately, they 
can make sure it’s done 
well. 

“We make — sure 
there is a quality prod- 
uct that is going to 
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TO WORK HERE 


AN EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


Sanderson MacLeod in Palmer, MA, is growing and we’re seeking folks 


who want to enjoy an exciting twist in their career and are looking for 


steady employment in a unique work environment. 


If you'd like to join our team of dedicated brush experts, apply today 


even if you have no brush-making experience - we'll train you! 


FULL-TIME AND SEASONAL POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE 


SANDERSON} 








CLEOD 


Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 


— 


reflect the professionalism and 
industry standard,’ Sankey said. 
“They’re proud of what they do 
and we strive to be that way. Any- 
one can teach shortcuts, but we 
teach the way that quality work 
should be done.” 

He estimated the project took 
about 50 to 60 hours to complete 
by a group of about eight students. 

Pathfinder students Colby 
Kokosa and Colton Hudon were 
among the students who worked 
on the project, which they deemed 
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Photos by Melina Bourdeau 


(From right to left) Colton Hudon, Joseph Kwasniewski, Jacob Tower, Domonic 
Butryn and Colby Hudon were students that worked on a recent Belchertown 
Fire Department vehicle. Richard Eckhert and Thomas Kokoski also worked on 
the project. 


“stressful.” 

“One of the things that was 
stressful was having the time to 
get this done,” said Hudon. “My 
sophomore year we worked on a 
Belchertown police vehicle, so this 
wasn’t my first time working on a 
project like this.” 

His classmate echoed his 
point. 

“T?m from Belchertown, so I 
know this is something I’m going 
to see every day,’ said Kokosa. 
“T’m glad it was done in time.” 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 
Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
Studio classes. We will keep you safe. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by Fit 
Town & Country Living Magazine ,-=3%.. 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
k 


413 436 7374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 














Take care. 








N=) >) ONIN aee-Wie-Y\, |) 12-10), [Ned 0) poco)  VLog-N 1 4 ot 





OR CALL 415-215-3443 


PAGE 8 





Author and reporter Kimberly Palmucci shares her recollection of living in 
Monson when an unprecedented tornado touched down on June 1, 2011. 


Monson observes 10th anniversary of tornado’s devastation 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


The sky had been unusually 
dark that day. Dissonantly dark. I 
can still recall the exact appearance 
of the sky as I watched the storm 
from my parent’s porch on the north- 
ern end of Monson on June 1, 2011. 
It was unnerving—but also calm. 

Too calm. 

Earlier in the day, various re- 
ports of inclement weather had been 
discussed on the news. I heard the 
phrase “tornadic activity” locally for 
the first time in my life, but never 
could have imagined the tragedy that 
was only moments away. 

“T’ve never heard of a tornado 
in Massachusetts,” I told my family 
as we clicked off the news, appre- 
hension mounting as the skies grew 


darker. 

“We will be safe.” 

The largest hail we had ever 
seen bombarded our cars. The storm 
was momentarily violent, our quiet 
home caught in the grasp of a furi- 
ous sky. And then it was still...so still 
that I believed the storm had passed. 
I stepped onto our porch, watching 
the mountain across from us peek 
out from behind those dark storm 
clouds. The storm was moving away, 
but not in a way that I had ever expe- 
rienced before. The trees in the for- 
est surrounding our home were not 
swaying in the familiar breeze of a 
receding storm. 

In fact, there was no wind at all. 

Something is not right, I 
thought, taking a step backward and 
reaching for the front door handle. 

I observed the clouds begin to 


May 27, 2021 
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Photos special by Kimberly Palmucci 


A car turned on its side after the tornado came through the center of Mon- 


son attests to the ferocity of the event. 


move in ways that I had never before 
seen. I was filled with this imme- 
diate feeling of dread—something 
about the way in which those clouds 
moved was not right. There seemed 
to be a spiral motion heading toward 
the center of town. I twisted the door 
handle, eyes still locked on the sky 
as I backed inside. 

With the news on again, my par- 
ents told us to get the family pets and 
go to the basement. My skin crawled 
as I grabbed one of our dogs and 
headed downstairs, my heart beating 
faster with each step. 

Sitting in the basement, legs 
bouncing the dog in my lap with 
anxious energy, I checked social 
media minutes later. My heart sank. 
Friends who I had grown up with 
were posting to Facebook about a 
tornado hitting the center of town. 
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EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING! 
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1 Allen Street 
Hampden, MA 
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& PIZZA 7 DAYS 
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The world felt as if it were 
racing. I was numb...our town, our 
neighbors. Do they need our help? 
Are they OK? 

We didn’t speak as we sped 
down Route 32 toward the center of 
town, praying the damage was min- 
imal, a single tear carving a lonely 
path down my face. 

When we entered the center of 
town moments later, we felt sudden- 
ly thrust into the chaos of a Holly- 
wood film set. This could not be our 
town. A small boy running, clutch- 
ing a dog...a car flipped on its roof 
sideways in a tree—this could not be 
Monson. 

When I was a child, I always 
knew we were getting near the cen- 
ter of town when I saw the church 
steeple of the First Church of Mon- 
son coming into view. For me, it rep- 
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Residents come outside to inspect the damage in the aftermath of the June 


1, 2011, tornado. 


resented this town that had built me. 
My quaint, small, humble, beautiful 
town. 

And now, the church steeple 
was gone. 

We helped those we could, 
having no idea that this torna- 
do was one of seven that had ap- 
peared in the region, killing three 
people, injuring 200, and_leav- 
ing at least 500 people homeless. 
Between 3 and 3:30 p.m., severe 
storms had developed across western 
Massachusetts and prompted a torna- 
do warning to be issued, according to 
reports. About an hour later, another 
warning was issued for Springfield 
and surrounding areas. Within min- 
utes, a touchdown was confirmed 
near Springfield—a strong EF3 
tornado. And over the next hour, 
damage was reported as far east as 
Southbridge 
from this long 
track tornado. 
In total, 10 
towns and cit- 
ies—Westfield, 
West  Spring- 
field, Spring- 
field, Monson, 
Hampden, 
Wilbraham, 
Brimfield, Stur- 
bridge, South- 
bridge, and 
Charlton—all 
sustained dam- 
age from the 
tornado. 

This out- 
break included 
the first killer 
tornado in Mas- 
sachusetts since 
the 1995 Great 
Barrington _tor- 
nado. 

The — sky 
had not looked 
right that day. 

Continuing 
eastward, the 
tornado tracked 
through = Wil- 
braham, causing 
near-total de- 
forestation and 
extensive struc- 
tural damage. 
The storm then 


of Monson, damaging nearly every 
structure in the area. A total of 77 
buildings were destroyed, according 
to reports, some completely. 

In some locations, trees were 
debarked and had most of their 
branches removed. Some unan- 
chored homes in town had slid from 
their foundations and collapsed. The 
roof of the old Monson High School 
was completely destroyed. Reports 
indicate that a picture from Mon- 
son was found nearly 60 miles away 
in Natick. 


10th anniversary service 

Now, the town of Monson is 
commemorating the 10th anniversa- 
ry of the 2011 tornado with an event 
at the First Church of Monson. The 
event will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
June | and the church is inviting all 
who were impacted by the tornado 
to gather on the front lawn where the 
steeple fell. 

‘We wish to honor what was lost 
and show gratitude for the lives that 
were spared and the love & support 
we received,” the church released in 
a Facebook post. 

And more than anything — more 
than the haunting sky, the stillness 
before the storm, the boy running 
with tear-stained cheeks, clutching 
a dog — I will always remember the 
people of Monson. The unity I saw 
that day was insurmountable. Neigh- 
bors helping neighbors, complete 
strangers comforting each other in 
the wake of disaster. 

There was tragedy—but also 
unity. Strength. Resilience. 

Monson and surrounding com- 
munities were forever altered on 
June 1, 2011. So much was lost that 
day. But what will always remain is 
humanity — that feeling of speed- 
ing into the center of town because 
neighbors needed help. 

What remains is hope. 

And when communities come 
together in this way, hope is stron- 
ger than any storm. I learned many 
things on June 1, 2011, but most of 
all, I learned that Monson and its res- 
idents are indomitable. 


Kimberly Palmucci, an author 
and freelance reporter, lived in Mon- 
son in 2011 and experienced the di- 


our hardworking staff can enjoy 
part of the Memorial Day weekend. 
We honor and thank all our 
brave vets, past and present. 
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All Family Style Meals are 
Served with Salad & Bread 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 


amount when he reaches his FRA. However, if your 
husband’s SSDI is not awarded, his reduced Social Se- 
curity retirement benefit will be his permanent benefit 
amount (except, of course, for annual Cost of Living 
Adjustments). 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
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OUTDOOR DINING 
COMING SOON! 


Busy families 


need a break! 
Order in from 
Gio’s and 
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loyalty rewards 
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By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER—After losing three 
games in a row to McCann Tech, 
Springfield Central and Chicopee, 
the Monson boys lacrosse team 
made the trip to Pathfinder Region- 
al looking to get back into the win 
column. 

The Mustangs, who built a 
double-digit lead during the second 
half, cruised to a 15-4 road win over 
the Pioneers on a sunny and warm 
afternoon, last Friday. 

“Tt feels great to get back into 
the win column again,” said first- 
year Monson head coach Conor 
Quinn. “We’ve faced a couple of 
tough teams recently, but all of the 
players have been working very 
hard. It was a total team effort in to- 
day’s game.” 

Monson entered this week’s 
action with a 3-4 overall record. 
The Mustangs other two victories 
this spring came against the Granby 
Rams. 

Pathfinder, who squeaked out 
a 4-3 home win versus Granby on 
May 14, had a 1-5 record following 
the home loss. 

“We always want to win every 
game that we play, but it was nice 
to beat Granby in a close game last 
week,” said first-year Pathfinder 
head coach Mike Himes, who’s a 
horticulture teacher at Pathfinder. 
“Everyone did their best in today’s 
game.” 

The warm temperatures were 
a factor for both teams, especially 
during the second half. 

The Pioneers suffered several 
injuries and only had nine players 
on the field for most of the fourth 
quarter. Himes came very close to 
ending the game early, but his play- 
ers wanted to keep playing. 

“We had a couple of injuries 
and we were a man down in the 
fourth quarter,’ Himes said. “It’s 
very difficult to play a lacrosse 
game on a hot afternoon.” 

A total of three Mustangs play- 
ers recorded a hat-trick in the road 
victory. 

Senior attack Joe Angelica led 
the way offensively for the visiting 
team with six goals and two assists. 

The duo of junior attack Nick 
DiSanti and sophomore attack Cole 
Stevens each scored three goals. 

“Each time two or three play- 
ers had a hat-trick, we usually win 
the game,’ Quin said. “We do have 
a bunch of scorers on this year’s 
team.” 

DiSanti also had a team-high 
three assists, along with junior mid- 
fielder Jason Angelica. 

Stevens and Joe Angelica each 
scored a pair of goals during the 
Opening quarter giving the Mus- 
tangs a 4-0 lead. 


After both teams _ switched 


Mustangs’ offense 
overwhelms Pathfinder 


sides, the Pioneers ended the Mus- 
tangs shutout hopes following an 
unassisted goal by sophomore at- 
tack Max Sanderson 31 seconds 
into the second quarter. 

With 10:26 remaining in the 
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Max Sanderson holds the ball away 
from the defense. 





Nicholas Disanti gets ready to fire 
a pass. 
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Cole Stevens receives a pass from 
the outside. 
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Martin Finnegan holds the ball back while looking for an open teammate. 
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SOFTBALL 


Palmer, Ware battle it out in slugfest 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER—An_ old fashion 
Slugfest is probably the best way 
to describe the first meeting in two 
years on the softball diamond be- 
tween archrivals Ware and Palmer. 

The Lady Indians players en- 
joyed their bus ride home following 
a 25-21 victory over the Lady Pan- 
thers under the lights at Slesinski 
Field in Palmer, last Thursday night. 

“Tonight’s game was definitely 
a Slugfest. There was a lot of hitting, 
which is always a lot more fun for 
the players than having a bunch of 
walks,” said first-year Ware head 
coach Charlene Valle. “We could 
never put Palmer away and they 
never gave up.” 

Valle and Palmer head coach 
Heather Korzec have been friends 
since in the early 2000’s. They used 
to coach softball against each oth- 
er at the junior varsity level. Last 
Thursday’s game was the first time 
that they met as varsity coaches. 


“It was nice coaching against 
Charlene for the first time at the var- 
sity level,’ Korzec said. “I never ex- 
pected this many runs to be scored 
in tonight’s game.” 

The two varsity coaches are 
also teammates on the same wom- 
en’s softball team this spring. 

“Heather and I have been play- 
ing on the same softball teams for 
the past 15 years,” Valle said. “It 
was a lot of fun playing against 
someone who challenges you and 
makes you have to think about what 
you’re doing during the game.” 

The two teams combined for a 
total of 37 base hits. 

The Lady Indians (4-3), who 
had 22 hits, were led offensively by 
senior first baseman Chelsea Orszu- 
lak, who finished the game five base 
hits and six RBIs. She had two sin- 
gles, two doubles, and a triple be- 
fore suffering an ankle injury in the 
top of the seventh inning. 

“Chelsea sprained her ankle, 
but I think she’ll be fine in a couple 
of days,” Valle said. “She’s been a 


really stronger hitter for us this sea- 
son.” 

Senior third baseman Elisha 
Crump, senior shortstop Aidyn 
Welsh, and eighth grader Abby Mc- 
Quaid, who was the starting pitcher, 
had three hits apiece for the visiting 
team. 

“We’ve been struggling hitting 
during our past couple of games,’ 
Valle said. “Hopefully, tonight’s 
game will give us a little bit of con- 
fidence. Everyone chipped in offen- 
sively.” 

Welsh, who scored her 1,000" 
career point on the basketball court 
this past winter, scored a team-lead- 
ing Six runs. 

Senior second baseman Norah 
Ayers and junior first baseman 
Emma Emanuel each had two hits 
for the Lady Indians. 

McQuaid was the winning 
pitcher. Twelve of the 21 runs that 
she allowed were earned runs. She 
also gave up 15 base hits in seven 
innings. 

The losing pitcher was Palmer 


sophomore Ashley Bransky, who 
went 5 2/3 innings. She allowed 
21runs (10 earned runs) on 20 hits. 
She was replaced in the circle by 
senior Madison Cole, who allowed 
four runs on just two hits. 

Cole, who started the game 
at second base, led the home team 
offensively with three hits and six 
RBIs. 

The trio of senior first baseman 
Avery Labonte, senior catcher Jil- 
lian Lombardi, and junior DP Na- 
thalie Orellana-Lopez had two hits 
each for the Lady Panthers (0-4). 

Senior Miyah Mega, only had 
one hit, which was a triple, but 
she scored four runs. Labonte also 
scored four runs, while eighth grade 
left fielder Jayda Pardo scored three 
times. 

Palmer’s previous game at 
Granby was suspended in the fourth 
inning due to rain. When that game 
is resumed, the Lady Panthers will 
have a 14-2 lead. 
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BASEBALL 





Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Tim Gasavecchia socks a base hit for the Panthers. 


Palmer 
baseball 
action 


PALMER — Palmer base- 
ball has not had as many games 
as some of its counterparts, but 
the schedule is picking up in the 
next couple of weeks with the 
Panthers set to face Granby and 
St. Mary’s in a period of three 
days. Palmer is 1-3 so far this 
season after recently suffering 
a loss against Monson. Palmer’s 
only win so far was an 8-0 tri- 
umph over St. Mary’s early in 
the season. 





Outfielder Anthony Ukrainets fields 
a base hit to right. 


Tim Casavecchia makes an 
over-the-shoulder catch on a 
tough pop-up to second base. 





Kevin Hess reacts to a ball hit up the middle. 


PAGE 10 


Buffone picks up another win at Monadnock 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Teen 
sensation Cam Curtis stayed red- 
hot Saturday, May 22, at Monad- 
nock Speedway, storming to his 
third Late Model Sportsman fea- 
ture win in a row. This one was 
special. 

In the Modified main, veteran 
star Todd Patnode scored his first 
victory of the young season. Street 
Stock ace Chris Buffone earned 
his third 2021 victory lap, Mini 
Stock ace Ray King used his sec- 
ond win to move all alone to the 
top of the points parade, and Nick 
Houle rocked the Pure Stocks for 
his first win this year. 

Young Gun Aaliyah Tacy 
made her own memories Saturday 
on the high banks, earning her first 
career victory. 

It was only a year ago that 
someone dominated the LMS field 
like Cam Curtis is doing right now 
at Monadnock. That someone 
was, of course, Aaron Fellows. 
But while the Croydon star was 40 
and had more than two decades of 
racing experience under his belt. 
Curtis is only 15. 

Cory Plummer and Robert 
Hagar led the 23-car LMS lineup 
to the green as the 52-lap Dean 
Smith Memorial event got under- 
way. Plummer led lap one but was 
then dumped from the point, with 
Exeter, N.H. hot shoe Frankie EI- 
dredge then taking charge on the 
ensuing restart. 

With a $1,300 winner’s purse 
and lots of lap money up for grabs, 
Eldredge kept the cash coming in 
for the next 23 laps, but Curtis, 
then done with conserving his 
tires, rocketed to the front, dom- 
inating the final 28 go-rounds to 
top the prestigious Smith Memo- 
rial event. 

The win helped Curtis expand 
his points lead after four nights of 
racing. Eldredge completed his 
strong night’s work in second, 
while Austin Brehio’s race-long 


May 27, 2021 





Todd Patnode sickes up the win last Seninday ssi in the modified 


race. 


solid performance netted him third 
on the night. 

There was no full moon Sat- 
urday looking down on Monad- 
nock Speedway, a fact perhaps 
misunderstood by a portion of the 
Modified field. It took six cautions 
to get their 40-lapper completed. 

Todd Patnode, charging from 
row six, took the lead from Kim- 
my Rivet on lap 19 and sailed off 
to his first win of the season. Cory 
Plummer passed Tyler Leary with 
the white flag in the air to come 
home second. 

Street Stock powerhouse 
Chris Buffone edged past Tim 
Wenzel on lap ten and then held 
him in his shadow the rest of the 
way to score his third 2021 victo- 
ry. With Wenzel strong in second, 
two-time 2020 winner Hillary Re- 
naud came home third. 

A week ago, Mini Stock rock- 
ers Gordon Farnum and Ray King 
sat on row five, with Farnum then 
blasting to victory. This week, 
with the potent pair now tied atop 
the points parade, they again start- 
ed side-by-side in row five. 

This time, it was King scor- 
ing the easy win. Cody Leblanc 
— all the way from Bethlehem, 
N.H., more than three hours away 
— was strong in second, and Kevin 
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first half, Joe Angelica scored his 
third goal of the match. 

Two more goals by DiSanti 
gave the visiting team a 7-1 lead 
less than two minutes later. 

Then Pathfinder junior attack 
Cody Ferus pushed a groundball 
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into the cage past Monson junior 
goalie Scott Kustra (4 saves). 
The Mustangs held a 10-2 
halftime lead following two more 
goals by Joe Angelica and anoth- 
er one by sophomore midfielder 
Jack Jennings during the final 
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Cormier came home third. Farnum 
finished sixth on Saturday. 

Pure Stocker Nick Houle fin- 
ished off his impressive weekend 
by winning Saturday’s 25-lapper. 
Third the night before at Clare- 
mont, Houle went tooth-and-nail 
with JD Stockwell over their last 
ten trips around the high banks to 
score the win. 

Stockwell, rock solid all 
night, earned the runner-up hard- 
ware, with Kyle Robinson Newell 
impressive in third, just ahead of 
division strongman Chris Davis. 
Chris Higbee rounded out the top 
five after leading the first 15 laps. 

Aaliyah Tacy kept Fast Ed- 
die Petruskevicious in her shadow 
all the way to score her first-ever 
Young Guns victory. Teagan Ed- 
son was third under the checkers 
in her first career race. 

Next Saturday, May 29, Mo- 
nadnock Speedway will celebrate 
Memorial Day weekend with a 
special Teddy Bear Pools Street 
Stock 50-lapper, NHSTRA Mod- 
ifieds, and much more. Post time 
is 7 p.m. 


Monadnock Speedway 

May 22 official results: 

LATE MODEL SPORTS- 
MEN, 52 LAPS: Camdyn Cur- 


five minutes of the first half. 

Monson’s three third quarter 
goals were by eighth grade attack 
Domanic Fleming, Joe Angelica, 
and DiSanti. They also added one 
more goal during the fourth stan- 
Za. 
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tis ,Frankie Eldredge  ,Austin 
Brehio,Robert Hagar,Hayden, 
Scott,Ryan Currier,Craig 


Smith, Robert Melvin Jr,Wil- 
liam Kuhn,Cory Plummer,Ry- 
an Bell,Dylan Bodreau,Daniel 
Comeau,Nancy Muni Ruot,Jus- 
tin Littlewood,Jason Maki,Cole 
Littlewood, Tyler | Lescord,Scott 
Beck,Rocky Smith,Ricky Bly,Ben 
Poland,Christopher Jackman 

NHSTRA MODIFIEDS: 
Todd Patnode, Cory Plummer, 
Tyler Leary, Matt Kimball, Aaron 
Fellows, Scott MacMichael, JT 
Cloutier, Chris Jackman, Eric Le- 
Clair, Kimmy Rivet, Bryan Chap- 
in, Ben Byrne 

STREET STOCKS: Chris 
Buffone, Tim Wenzel, Hillary 
Renaud, Nate Wenzel, Rupert 
Thompson, Keith Johnson, Paul 
Smith, Nathaniel Nunez, Scott 
Zilinsky, Chris Riendeau, (DNS) 
Leighton Lutz 

MINI STOCKS: Ray King, 
Cody Leblanc, Kevin Cormier, 
Louie Maher, Kevin Clayton, 
Gordron Farnum, Kevin McK- 
night, Jeff Asselin, Mike Douglas, 
Jake Puchalski. 11. 57X-Patrick 
Houle, 15C-Trevor Carey, William 
Chaffee, Robert Kirker, Richard 
Whipple, Matthew Lambert, De- 
ion Russell, Christopher Grove, 
(DNS) Josh Wright, (DNS) Ethan 
Marsh 

PURE STOCKS: Nick Houle, 
JD Stockwell, Kyle Robinson 
Newell, Chris Davis, Chris Hig- 
bee, Jake Bosse, Jason LeRay, 
Kevin Willey, Jimmy Zellman, 
Damien Houle, 33-Tim Shepard, 
Brianna Patnode, Carter Cham- 
berlin, James Decourey, Dakota 
Lanou, Reagan Buffum, Ryan 
Lawliss, Brittany Patnode, Cory 
Lofland, Damon Roy, (DNS) Ste- 
ven Zebrowski 

YOUNG GUNS: Aaliyah 
Tacy, Eddie Petruskevicius, Tea- 
gan Edson, Jeff Moffat Jr., Eddie 
Gomarlo. 





The Pioneers final two goals 
of the match were scored by 
senior attack Ryan Caron and 
Ferus. 

Pathfinder junior goalie An- 
drew Hurst made 13 saves. 
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| Athlete of the TOcek 


Tim Casavecchia 


Palmer High School 


ing play in Palmer’s recent win over St. Mary’s, 


iE Palmer second baseman made an outstand- 


making a tough over-the-shoulder grab to end 


an inning. 


To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, con- 
tact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gsci- 
belli@turley.com. 
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Host families sought for 
Blue Sox players 


HOLYOKE — One of the most 
frequently asked questions we receive 
here at the Blue Sox front office 1s 
‘where do your players live?’ The an- 
swer is host families. Host families 
‘adopt’ a player during the summer — 
and in the process form lifelong friend- 
ships and bonds with the players. Not 
only do you get to follow ‘your boys’ 
through a season of Blue Sox baseball 
— but you get to stay in touch with them 
as they chase their dream of becoming 
a Major League Baseball player. 

Being a host family is a tremen- 
dously rewarding experience. If you’re 
interested, the following information is 
for you! 


What’s expected of the host family? 

Host families are to provide free 
room and board to players during the 
2 ¥2 month Blue Sox season. Players 
are responsible for making their way 
to and from the park for each game — 
but the more you can be present, the 
better. Above all else, it’s your job as 
a host family to help make the players 
transition to a new and sometimes for- 
eign community easier. While players 
are developing as professionals, they 
are still young men who are learning to 


adjust without their Mother of Father 
to provide. Your job is to simply help 
bridge that gap. 
What’s in it for the host family? 

As a thank you to opening up your 
home and families to our players, you 
get provided with the following bene- 
fits: 

Paid General Admission for your 
family throughout the season 

Food vouchers for each home 
game 

Special on-field recognition at the 
end of the season 

Access to special team events 

Free tickets to the Western Massa- 
chusetts Baseball Hall of Fame Induc- 
tion Ceremony 

And who knows -— the next future 
hall of Famer may be starting his ca- 
reer here in the Valley and he could be 
bunking in your home, playing games 
with your kids and sharing Sunday din- 
ner with your family. 


How do I apply? 

If you are interested in being a 
host family, please call our office at 
(413) 533-1100 or e-mail Heather Cia- 
glo at heather.ciaglo@valleybluesox. 
com. Give us a call today! 
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The Lady Indians held a slim 2-1 
lead after the first inning of last Thurs- 
day’s game before exploding for 11 
runs in the top of the second inning. 

After scoring three more runs in 
the top of the fourth inning, Ware held 
a 17-5 advantage. 

Had the Lady Indians been able 
to keep the Lady Panthers from scor- 
ing anymore runs, the game would’ve 
ended after the 

fifth inning 
because of 
the 12-run 
mercy rule. 
Howev- 







wieland diversified 


looking for outgoing people 
who are self starters to fill the positions of: 


er, Palmer didn’t quit, as they scored a 
total of 16 runs over the final four in- 
nings. 

The Lady Panthers scored two 
runs in the bottom of the fourth inning. 
They added four more runs in both the 
fifth and sixth innings before scoring 
six more times in their final at-bats. 

“Even though we were trailing, we 
just kept battling back,” Korzec said. 
“We just kept getting base hits against 
their pitcher. Had we played a little 
bit better defensively, we probably 
would’ve been able to take the lead.” 


Job Openings 
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We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


e Value Added Sales Rep 
e Expiditing Specialist 
Full-time + benefits package. 
Please send resume and contact info to: 
jobs@diversifiedmetals.com 
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Work the School Calendar - No Nights or Weekends 
Paid Sick Leave - Paid Holidays - Paid Snow Days - Split Shift 
Unemployment Insurance Benefits - High Hourly Wage 
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more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
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space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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Hicks gets assist in Pioneers draw 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW —- Connor Hicks, 
of Monson, assisted on the Pio- 
neers only goal against the Phan- 
toms with 10 minutes remaining in 
regulation tying the score at 1-1. It 
wound up being the final score of 
last Friday night’s home match. 

“T’ve been playing soccer for 
this team for two years and it felt 
very nice to be a starter in front of 
the home fans for the first time,’ 
said Hicks following the match. “It 
was a hard-fought battle tonight, 
and it was a good game for our fans 
to watch.” 

Hicks, who’s also a member 
of the AIC men’s soccer team, was 
one of the Pioneers starting defend- 
ers, along with Nicholas Obrrauch, 
who’s from Rome, Italy, Carlos 
Emery, who’s from  Paysandu, 
Uruguay, and Federico Gutierrez, 
who’s from Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Guillermo Deal and Maxi Viera, 
who’s the Pioneers captain, are 
also from Montevideo, Uruguay. 

“T’m the only defender who 
doesn’t speak Spanish which 
makes it a little bit difficult at 
times back there,” Hicks said. “I’m 
learning a lot from those guys and 
it’s a lot of fun playing soccer with 
them.” 

Hicks had his own rooting 
section at last Friday’s match. 

“My family have been my 
biggest supporters since I began 
playing soccer 19 years ago. They 





Connor Hicks takes a throw-in. 


Patrick Agyemang dekes as he 
dribbles up the field. 


haven’t missed very many of my 
games. The atmosphere at the sta- 
dium is always very special. Ev- 
eryone enjoys coming here and 
they always have a good time.” 

Hicks, who graduated from 
Monson High School in 2017, was 
a five-year member of the boys 
varsity soccer team. He helped the 
Mustangs win back-to-back Divi- 
sion 4 state championship titles in 
2015 and 2016. Hicks, who was 
the hero of the 2016 state finals 
against Cohasset, scored a total of 
32 goals during the final two sea- 
sons of his varsity career. He has 
scored a handful of goals at AIC 
where he’s a midfielder. 

“T normally play on the right 








Photos by David enn www. iecioapncios. ce com 
Carlos Emery socks a free kick up the field. 





Guillermo Deal looks at an open teammate while continuing to dribble. 


wing at AIC,” Hicks said. “I’ve 
started at right back in the last 
two matches for the Pioneers. I’m 
used to playing on that side of the 
field and Ill play any position that 
coach (Federico) Molinari wants 
me to play. I really enjoy being a 
member of this soccer team.” 

Molinari appreciates Hicks’s 
dedication, and he earned his start- 
ing position. 

“Even though he didn’t get 
very much playing time last season 
(2019), Conner didn’t miss any 
practices,’ Molinari said. “He’s 
been working very hard so far this 
season and deserves to be one of 
the starters. He has really improved 
a lot.” 

Hicks made his first career 
start on May 15 in the Pioneers 
1-0 shutout win at FC Malaga 
City, which is a new USL League 
Two club this season from Lagran- 
geville, New York. 

The Pioneers had a 1-1-1 
overall record following the home 
opener. They lost to the Boston 
Bolts in another road match in the 
season opener. 

During the 30" minute of last 
Friday’s home opener, it looked 
like Seacoast would be taking a 1-0 
lead Mullen made an outstanding 
diving save on the low shot attempt 
by Frantz Pierrot and managed to 
deflect the ball away. Mullen was 
credited with a total of four saves. 

The Pioneers had a couple of 
chances late in the half, but the 
contest was still scoreless at the 


break. 

The Phantoms, who arrived 
in Ludlow with a 2-0-0 season re- 
cord, took a 1-0 lead following a 
free kick during the 69" minute. 
The free kick was taken from the 
right sideline by Jamie Davis and 
the ball sailed to the far post where 
Maxwell Murray booted it into the 
right corner of the goal. 

A little more than ten minutes 
later, Hicks sent a pass into the box 
where Patrick Agyemang knocked 
it into the right corner of the goal 
tying the score. 

“T crossed the ball into the box 
to Pat and he finished off the play 
by scoring a goal.” Hicks said. “It 
was actually my first career point 
as a member of the Pioneers.” 

Agyemang, who’s from East 
Hartford, Connecticut, entered the 
match during the 73" minute. 

It was his first goal of the sea- 
son. Ignacio Lerech, who’s from 
Tucman, Argentina, netted the Pi- 
oneers goal late in the second half 
against FC Malaga City. 

With a little more than five 
minutes remaining, a shot attempt 
by Gabriel Ganzer, who’s a first- 
year Pioneers player from Taqua- 
rucu do Sul, Brazil was saved by 
Seacoast goalie Christian Garner. 

The Pioneers are scheduled 
to play two more road matches 
against AC Connecticut (May 26) 
and Seacoast United (May 29) be- 
fore returning to the friendly con- 
fines of Lusitano Stadium on June 
4 to face FC Malaga City. 
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PALMER POLICE 
DEPT. 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to 356 calls and made six 
arrests or summons for arrests May 
18-24. Those arrested will appear at 
the Palmer District Court and are in- 
nocent until proven guilty: 


Saturday, May 22 

Lynn A. Izyk, 49, of 4014 
School St. Apt. D, Thorndike, was 
4:57 p.m., on School Street in 
Thorndike, on charges of negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle and op- 
erating under the influence of liquor 
(second offense). 





PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to 10 calls May 19 — May 
24: 


On Wednesday, May 19, at 1:41 
p.m., the department responded to 
an unauthorized burning on Flynt 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 2:10 p.m. 

On Thursday, May 20, at 2:05 
p.m., the department responded to 
a brush fire on Warren Fire Depart- 
ment. The department returned to 
service at 5:57 p.m. 

On Thursday, May 20, at 11:53 
p.m., the department responded to a 
medical assistance request on Pleas- 
ant Street. The department returned 
to service at 9:00 a.m. 

On Friday, May 21, at 8:45 
a.m., the department provided sta- 
tion coverage to the Warren Fire 
Department at 8:45 a.m. The de- 
partment returned to service at 1:10 
p.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 10:18 
a.m., the department responded to a 
medical assistance request on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 10:52 a.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 11:57 
a.m., the department responded to a 
motor vehicle fire on the Mass Pike. 
The department returned to service 
at 1:30 p.m. 

On Sunday, May 23, at 2:05 
p.m., the department responded 
to a medical assistance request on 
Thorndike Street. The department 
returned to service at 2:19 p.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 5:48 
am., the department responded 
to a structure fire on Maple Street 
in Bondsville. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:19 a.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 3:07 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on High 
Street in Thorndike. The department 
returned to service at 3:32 p.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 5:47 
p.m., the department provided sta- 
tion coverage to the Ware Fire De- 
partment. The department returned 
to service at 7:00 p.m. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


able for any error in 


an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 








2021 Hall ceremony returns to Western Mass. 


SPRINGFIELD — The Na- 
ismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame has revealed the Class 
of 2021 which will be celebrat- 
ed and enshrined in Springfield, 
Mass. — the birthplace of basket- 
ball — this September. The cere- 
mony returns to Springfield on 
September 11, after a one-year 
relocation to Mohegan Sun for 
ample physical distancing due to 
the global pandemic. 

The Class of 2021 includes 
ninth-winningest coach in NBA 
history Rick Adelman, two-time 
NBA champion and_ 11-time 
NBA All-Star Chris Bosh, NBA 
Finals MVP and 10-time NBA 


All-Star Paul Pierce, the first 
Black NBA head coach Bill Rus- 
sell, two-time NCAA national 
champion Villanova coach Jay 
Wright, seven-ttme WNBA All- 
Star and two-time Olympic gold 
medalist Yolanda Griffith, and 
seven-time WNBA All-Star and 
three-time WNBA Most Valuable 
Player Lauren Jackson. 
Distinguished committees 
focused on preserving all ar- 
eas from the game also selected 
seven enshrinees for the Class 
of 2021: Val Ackerman, Cotton 
Fitzsimmons and Howard Garf- 
inkel from the Contributor Com- 
mittee, Clarence “Fats” Jenkins 


from the Early African American 
Pioneers Committee, Toni Ku- 
koc from the International Com- 
mittee, Bob Dandridge from the 
Veterans Committee and Pearl 
Moore from the Women’s Veter- 
ans Committee. 

Enshrinement Weekend will 
begin at Mohegan Sun on Friday, 
Sept. 10 with the Enshrinement 
Tip-Off Celebration and Awards 
Gala. The Class of 2021 and 
over 50 returning Hall of Famers 
will then journey to Springfield, 
Mass. for the annual celebratory 
events taking place at the newly 
renovated Naismith Memori- 
al Basketball Hall of Fame and 


Springfield’s MassMutual Center 
on Sept. 11. 

For further information on 
VIP Experience Packages, single 
event tickets, and Enshrinement 
Weekend details, visit www. 
hoophall.com/Enshrinement. As 
the health and safety of Hall of 
Famers, fans and staff is of the 
utmost importance, the Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame is monitoring 
the COVID-19 situation close- 
ly and will provide appropriate 
health and safety measures for all 
events. Further details about the 
Class of 2021 schedule of events 
will be announced at a later date. 


ft 


Sunday, May 23 
Matthew W. Smith, 34, of 117 
Phoenix Ter., Springfield, was ar- 
rested at 3:02 a.m., on North Main 
Street in Palmer, on charges of op- 
erating under the influence of liquor 
and possession of a Class B drug. 


Monday, May 24 

Nathan Robert James Bar- 
koskie, 22, of 16 Governor Fair- 
banks Rd., Brimfield, was arrested 
at 1:21 p.m., on Palmer Road in 
Thorndike, on charges of operating 
a motor vehicle after license or right 
to suspended or resisting arrest. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to eight calls May 
19-24; 


On Wednesday, May 19, at 
2:08 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to a mutual aid request from the 
Belchertown Fire Department for a 
brush fire. The response was can- 
celled at 2:13 p.m. 

On Thursday, May 20, at 11:55 
a.m., the department responded to 
a public assistance request at the 
fire department headquarters. The 
department returned to service at 
11:57 a.m. 

On Friday, May 21, at 12:51 
p.m., the department responded 
to an EMS incident on Anderson 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:01 p.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 8:10 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on Front 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:01 p.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 5:47 
a.m., the department responded to a 
mutual aid request to the Bondsville 
Fire Department for a structural fire. 
The department returned to service 
at 11:46 a.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 8:14 
a.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on Sykes Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 8:40 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to one two calls 
May 18- 24: 


On Thursday, May 20, at 2:39 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call requesting mutual aid in the 
town of Warren for station cover- 
age. E32 was redirected to Boston 
Post Road for an _ out-of-control 
brush fire. The department returned 
to service at 5:28 p.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 9:42 
p.m., the department investigated 
a water leak on Main Street. The 


MONSON POLICE 
DEPT. 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment made three arrests or sum- 
mons for arrests May 16-22. Those 
arrested will appear at the Palmer 
District Court and are innocent until 
proven guilty: 


Saturday, May 22 

Jenna C. Day, 35, of 41 Wash- 
ington St., Apt. 1/2, Monson, was 
arrested at 10:55 a.m., on charges 
of operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license of operating 
under the influence and having no 
inspection sticker. 


department returned to service at 
10:07 p.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 11:10 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 11:25 p.m. 

On Monday, May 24, at 5:44 
a.m., the department responded to a 
structure fire on Maple Street. The 
department returned to service at 
12:35 pm: 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to seven fire calls and 21 
EMS calls May 17-23: 


On Monday, May 17, at 4:15 
p.m., the department responded to 
a public assistance request on State 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 4:27 p.m. 

On Monday, May 17, at 7:53 
p.m., the department responded to 
carbon monoxide alarm activations 
on Margaret Drive. The department 
returned to service at 8:34 p.m. 

On Thursday, May 20, at 4:06 
a.m., the department responded to 
a public assist request on Bridge 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 4:39 p.m. 

On Friday, May 21, at 7:44 
a.m., the department responded to a 
public assistance request on Lower 
Hampden Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:08 a.m. 

On Friday, May 21, at 11:48 
a.m., the department responded to a 
public assistance request on Wash- 
ington Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:56 a.m. 

On Friday, May 21, at 10:06 
a.m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide alarm on Wash- 
ington Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 10:30 a.m. 

On Saturday, May 22, at 9:20 
p.m., the department responded to a 
single car motor vehicle accident on 
Wilbraham Road. The department 
returned to service at 9:59 p.m. 


Nesco Sa_Les'"- 


Your Safety is Our Top Priority 


e All vehicles are sanitized before 
and after repairs 


RS #1688 


e Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
¢ Collision Specialists 
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We Handle ALL Insurance Claims 


91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283: 6403 www.nescoautobody.com 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am- 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. TOam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


= 


Proceeds 1 Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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DEATH NOTICES 


James P. Coache, 59 
Died: May 20, 2021 


Garry W. Gallo, 62 
Died: May 18, 2021 
Visiting Hours 

June 4 4-6 p.m. at 
Lombard Funeral Home, 
Monson 


May 27 at 


Julian E. Szarlan, 90 
Died: May 20, 2021 
Funeral Services 9 a.m. 


Lombard Funeral Home 


May 27, 2021 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 


which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 


include a 


photograph. Death Notices & Paid 


Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


OBIT UA RIE S 


PALMER James P. 
Coache, 59, passed away on May 
20, 2021. 

A Palmer resident his entire 
life, Jim graduated from Path- 
finder in 1979. He was employed 
by Kanzaki Paper for many years 
and proudly served for 10 years 
as a volunteer on the Three Riv- 
ers Fire Department. 

He leaves behind his wife, 
Susan Coache, their daughter 
Lindsey Pikul and her husband 
Evan of Wakefield, N.H., along 
with three grandsons, Dylan, 


James P. Coache, 59 


Nathan and Finneg- 
an. He also leaves be- 
hind three brothers, 
Michael and his wife 
Judy of Palmer, Tom- 
my Coache and his 
wife Melissa, Jeffrey 
Coache, and his sister, 
Christine Riviere and 
her husband Marc all 
of Ga., along with sis- 
ters in law, Carol Sullivan, Pa- 
tricia Hopgood and Nancy and 
Diane Allen. 

A private graveside memo- 








rial will take place at a 
later date at the conve- 
nience of the family. 

In lieu of flowers 
or donations, the fam- 
ily ask that you keep 
your loved ones near 
and dear. 

Beers and Story 
Palmer Funeral Home 
has been entrusted 
with arrangements. To sign the 
online condolence register, visit 
beersandstory.com. 





Garry W. Gallo, 62 


LUDLOW — Garry W. Gal- 
lo, 62, of Ludlow, passed away 
peacefully at Baystate Medical 
Center in Springfield on May 
18, 2021 after a short illness sur- 
rounded by his family. 

Garry was born Feb. 11, 
1959, in Springfield to the late 
Franklin W. Gallo and Dorothy 
L. Pease of Monson MA. He was 
a graduate of Pathfinder Region- 
al. 

Garry was a former Cor- 
rectional Officer at the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Dept for 20 
years. Before that he was a driver 
for Peter Pan Bus Lines and prior 
to that he worked at the Monson 
Developmental Center in Mon- 
son. Garry excelled at whatev- 
er he put his mind to. He was 
a bodybuilder and reached the 
level of 3rd Dan in Hapkido and 
also instructed in the discipline. 


He traveled to Ko- 
rea and China during 
training and met Mas- 
ters in the art. 

Garry was a self 
taught mechanic and 
could break down vir- 
tually anything, repair 
it and reassemble it. He 
had an untamed side 
that took him to the 
Appalachian Trail alone, hiking, 
camping and constantly testing 
himself against physical limits. 
Garry had a motorcycle since he 
was 16 and was a skilled rider. 
He laughed, challenged, helped, 
encouraged, grew, explored, 
loved, respected, charmed, ad- 
mired, praised, indulged, gave 
and most of all shared. Shared 
what he had to offer any day, any 
time and anywhere. If you need- 
ed him he was there. 





Garry leaves be- 
hind three siblings; a 
brother, Derek Gallo 
of Middlefield, and his 
wife Patricia; a broth- 
er, Deane Gallo of 
Monson and his wife 
Kelly; a sister, Donna 
Slozak of Monson and 
her husband David. 
He also leaves three 
nieces, Nicole Mills of Olym- 
pia, Washington, Andrea Hall of 
Huntington Beach, Calif., and 
Molly Gallo of Monson and a 
nephew, Kurtis Gallo of East 
Falmouth. 

Visiting hours will be held 
Friday, June 4, 2021 4-6 p.m. 
in Lombard Funeral Home 3 
Bridge St. Monson. 

For on-line condolences/ 
directions visit lombardfuneral- 
home.com. 
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Julian E. “Ed” Szarlan, 90 


MONSON - Julian E. “Ed” 
Szarlan, 90, passed away peace- 
fully in his home surrounded by 
the love of family, May 20, 2021. 

Ed was born in the Indian 
Orchard section of Springfield 
April 21, 1931, to the late Julian 
M and Cecelia (Cieplik) Szarlan. 
He was a graduate of Springfield 
Technical High School class of 
1949. He served honorably in 
the U.S. Army from 1951-1953. 
Upon his discharge he pursued 
his career with Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company in Hampden 
County. He retired in 1988 as the 
district manager of life insurance 
and securities. 

Ed was a communicant of 
St. Patrick’s Church in Mon- 
son. He served as a cemetery 
commissioner and was a voter 
registrar for many years. Ed was 
the Chairman of the Monson 
Housing Authority during the 
land purchase and completion 


of Colonial Village. 
He was chairman of 
the Republican Town 
committee and a di- 
rector of the Monson 
Free Library for many 
years. Ed enjoyed 
his retirement years 
spending time in the 
Florida Keys chasing 
bone fish in the flats 
and fishing the reefs for yellow 
tail. 

His passion was, first his 
love of family and then his gar- 
den. He would spend the winter 
months planning the crops and 
then spring, summer and fall 
planting, tending and harvesting, 
sharing the bounty with family 
and friends. Ed’s greatest gift 
was being a good friend to all 
who knew him. 

Ed was predeceased by 
his beloved wife of 62 years, 
Yvonne A. (Gibeau) Szarlan in 








2015 and their son, 
Edward J. Szarlan in 
2017. He leaves a son, 
Michael E. Szarlan of 
Delaware; a daughter 
Donna M. Maher and 
her husband Gregory 
of Illinois; daughter 
in-law, Carolyn E. 
Szarlan of Mashpee; 
six grandsons, Mike 
Szarlan, Peter Szarlan, Da- 
vid Maher, Jim Maher, Adam 
Szarlan, and Ryan Szarlan and 
seven great grandchildren with 
one on-the-way. 

Funeral services will be 
Thursday, May 27 beginning 
at 9 a.m. at Lombard Funeral 
Home with Liturgy of Christian 
Burial at 10 a.m. in St. Patrick’s 
Church, burial will follow at 
Hillcrest Cemetery all Monson. 
For online condolences please 
visit lombardfuneralhome.com. 


Monthly self-exams save lives: breast 
health important all year round 


SPRINGFIELD, WESTFIELD 
— Ifa problem can’t be seen, it 
can’t be solved, and when it comes 
to health care, the earlier a health 
condition is detected, the sooner 
steps can be taken to treat it. Al- 
though facing fears around diseases 
can be challenging, early detection 
of breast cancer, for example, can 
mean a 99% five-year survival rate, 
according to the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation. That’s why a 
plan including both breast self-ex- 
ams (BSEs) and mammograms is 
important. 

“Regular self-exams help peo- 
ple become more familiar with their 
breasts, so that subtle changes are 
more easily detectable, which could 
identify possible warning signs 
of cancer early on,’ said Patience 
Marks, WHNP-BC, a certified 
women’s health nurse practitioner 


at Women’s Health Associates in 
Westfield and Springfield, “We hear 
a lot about breast cancer during 
the month of October, which is 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
but breast self-exams should be 
performed once a month, all year 
round.” 

Marks offers these tips for 
BSEs: 

e Perform BSEs at the same 
time each month, but not during a 
menstrual cycle. 

e Check breasts twice, both 
while lying down and while stand- 
ing up. 

e Look for any changes in size 
or color. 

e With the inner pads of the 
three middle fingers, use a circular 
or up and down motion across each 
breast. 

e Feel for any lumps or thick- 


ening of the breast. These aren’t 
necessarily indications of cancer 
but should be reported to a health 
care provider right away. 

“BSEs are just one of the ex- 
ams we recommend women have 
on a regular basis to improve their 
chances of early detection and treat- 
ment, as well as for overall health 
and quality of life,’ said Marks. 

For best results in disease pre- 
vention, she noted women should 
have additional regular exams, 
including Pap smears, breast and 
pelvic exams, mammograms, bone 
density screening and STD tests. 

The providers at Women’s 
Health Associates offer annu- 
al well-woman checkups that in- 
clude lifestyle and risk factor dis- 
cussions, a physical exam and any 
necessary tests. For more informa- 
tion, visit WHAOB-GYN.com. 





Would you like a latte with that letter? 


Espresso Drinks stamps now on sale 








: C ‘ M cal Mark ~N WASHINGTON, DC S_ ; 
emetery Memorials + Markers — The U.S. Postal Service S*)) FOP E*=S! USA : 

Clhuch’s Granite Benches | > » s \ celebrates America’s love k SPRL b bo . 
. } Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display » s of coffee with the issuance ; 
of four new stamps. 
: — RAY HALUCH INC. Whether milky, dark ¢ 
haluchsmemorials.com 1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 > EAD Li Ni ES as night, sweetened, fla- ¢ 
vored or highly concen- 5 
: trated, many coffee drinks é 
Bf | m1 In observance of Memorial Day, have one ae -coninen . 

za there will be an — they begin with espresso. 

This booklet of 20 
EARLY AD DEADLINE stamps jaune: four aac ; 
I To adve rtise, designs illustrating popular : 
espresso drinks — espresso, ¢ 
lace your ad no later than NOON nine @ Ot eaa : 
i = ri a a IVI a 2 8 caffe mocha. It may be pur- 5 
y, y chased at usps.com. ) ¢ 
Capturing the invit- S 4 
- Thank you! ing atmosphere of an ear- CARRIE ADGA : 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


ly 20th-century café, artist 
Terry Allen created each 
digital illustration with the 
style of 1920s and 1930s ad- 
vertising posters in mind. 

The names of the 
espresso drinks appear in art 
deco-inspired lettering above or below 
each enticing cup. 

Art director Greg Breeding de- 
signed the stamps with original art- 
work by Allen. 

Espresso drinking in the United 
States is at an all-time high. With the 
growing popularity of artisanal coffee 
shops, extensive research on the roast- 
ing and brewing process, and contin- 
ued innovation in machinery to make 
the perfect cup, specialty coffee is bet- 
ter than it has ever been. 

When it comes to espresso, most 
Americans rely on a barista working 
at a coffeehouse to carefully craft their 


Courtesy photo 
A new line of U.S. Postal Service Forever stamps 
pays homage to America’s thirst for espresso 
drinks. 
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specialty drink, but at-home espresso 
machines are also growing in popular- 
ity. Whether a routine part of getting 
going in the morning or a reason to 
gather socially at a local café, drinking 
beverages made with espresso has be- 
come increasingly trendy. 

Customers may purchase stamps 
and other philatelic products through 
the Postal Store at usps.com/shop- 
stamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by 
mail through USA Philatelic, or at 
Post Office locations nationwide. 

The Postal Service receives no 
tax dollars for operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of postage, products 
and services to fund its operations. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1.A group of sheep 

5. Of she 

8. This (Spanish) 

12. A type of sorcery 

14. A team’s best pitcher 

15. Port in southern 
Japan 

16. Makes very happy 

18. Trigonometric unit of 
measurement 

19. From a distance 

20. Winged nut 

21. Consumed 

22. “Heat” director 


39. Basics 

42. Where judges sit 

44. W. African religion 

46. Commentators 

47. Having many differ- 
ent functions 

49. Member of a Semitic 
people 

90. Flightless, fast-run- 
ning bird 

51. After the seventh 

56. Small N. Zealand tree 

5/7. Health care pro 
(abbr.) 

98. Playground mainstay 

23. In all places 99. Expressing relief 

26 Made improvements 60. Records brain activi- 
to ty (abbr.) 

30. St. Girl: brand 61. Fishing net 
of beer 62. Beer 

31. A type of “seat” 63. Tooth caregiver 

32. Wood 64. Japanese beverage 

33. A brief treatise on a 
subject of interest 

34. Approval 


2. Early Syrian king- 
dom 

3. 500 sheets of paper 

4. Information 

5. Beloved comic strip 
character 

6. Distinct form of a 
plant 

7. Replenishment 

8. Semitransparent 
glassy substance 

9. Expedition to ob- 
serve animals 

10. One who held 
landed granted by 
Anglo-Saxon king 

11. Obtain in return for 
labor 

13. Inheritable genet- 
ically 

17. One who rescues 

24. Doctor of Education 

29. Liberal arts 

26. Shock treatment 

2/. Disfigure 


28. When you hope to 
get there 

29. Peacock network 

39. Part of (abbr.) 

36. The 21st letter of 
the Greek alphabet 

37. Not just “play” 

38. Former CIA 

40. Reduced to a slop- 
ing edge 

41. Restricted the 
development of 

42. Sciences degree 

43. Sea eagles 

44, Saturated 

45. Joints 

47. Sailing boat 

48. Respiratory organs 

49. Guitarists use them 

52. Disco act: Bee ___ 

53. First Chinese 
dynasty 

54. Intentionally lose 

55. Muslim people of 
China 
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 
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notices@turley.com 
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CLUES DOWN 
1. Garden tools 
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEBF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

Premises: 11 Saint John 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 

By virtue and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Scott 
A. Beauvais and Aimee 
L. Beauvais to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, 
as nominee for Homeland 
Mortgage Company, and 
now held by U.S. Bank 
Trust, National Association, 
as Trustee of American 
Homeowner Preservation 
Trust Series 2015A+, said 
mortgage dated December 
2, 2004 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14686, 
Page 235, and affected by 
the Judgment recorded May 
12, 2015 in Book 20699 at 
Page 312 of the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds; 
said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Homeland 
Mortgage Company to 
CitiMortgage, Inc. by assign- 
ment dated September 25, 
2009 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 18018, Page 356; 
said mortgage was assigned 
from CitiMortgage, Inc. to 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, as Trustee of 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan 
Trust A by assignment 
dated August 16, 2017 and 
recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 21814, 
Page 315; said mortgage was 
assigned from Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, 
as Trustee for Stanwich 
Mortgage Loan Trust A to 
Granite Investment Group 
by assignment dated June 
19, 2017 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 21940, Page 535; said 
mortgage was assigned from 
Granite Investment Group 
to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association as Trustee of 
American Homeowner 
Preservation Trust Series 
2015A+ by assignment dated 
October 16, 2017 and record- 
ed with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 21940, Page 
581; for breach of the condi- 
tions in said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction on June 11, 2021 at 
01:00 PM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and singu- 
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 

LOTA 

A certain lot or parcel of 
land located on the easter- 
ly side of St. John street in 
Palmer, Hampden county, 
Massachusetts, said lot or 
parcel being known and des- 
ignated as lot a as shown on 
a plan entitled “Plan of Land 
in Thorndike, Palmer, Mass. 
Surveyed for John Lizak, 
dated September 10, 1985”, 
recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 231, Page 27, 
said lot or parcel being more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron pin 
on the easterly sideline of St. 
John Street, Thence running 
along a curve to the right 
along an old fence at the 
easterly sideline of St. John 
Street, 201 feet, more or less, 
to an iron pin; 

Thence turning and run- 
ning s. 70° 13’ 30” e., 148.10 
feet along lot B as shown 
on said plan to an iron pin; 
Thence turning and running 
s. 12° 50’ 30” w., 200.20 feet 
along last-named land to an 
iron pin; 

Thence turning and 
running n. 70° 13’ 30” w., 
150.00 feet along parcel I as 
shown on said plan to an iron 
pin, the point of beginning. 

Being the same Property 
which Vernon S. Keith and 
Barbara A. Keith grant- 
ed and conveyed unto Scott 
A. Beauvais and Aimee L. 
Beauvais, husband and wife, 
as tenants by the entirety, by 
deed dated May 9, 2003 and 
recorded May 12,2003 in the 
recorder’s office of Hampden 
County, MA in Book 13181 
Page 404 Document 94837. 

PARCEL | 

A certain lot or parcel of 
land located on the easter- 
ly side of St. John Street in 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, said lot 
or parcel being known and 
designated as Parcel 1, as 
shown on a plan entitled 
“Plan of Land in Thorndike, 
Palmer, Mass. Surveyed for 
John Lizak, dated September 
10, 1985”, recorded with 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 231, 
Page 27. 

PARCEL 3 

A certain lot or parcel of 
land located on the easter- 


ly side of St. John Street in 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, said lot 
or parcel being known and 
designated as Parcel 3 as 
shown on a plan entitled 
“Plan of Land in Thorndike, 
Palmer, Mass. Surveyed for 
John Lizak, dated September 
10, 1985”, recorded with 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 231, 
Page 27. 

Total area containing 
36,787 square feet of land, 
more or less, according to 
said plan. 

Subject to utility easement 
as shown on said Plan. 

Tax parcel ID: 2719 

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage as affected by the 
judgment recorded in Book 
20699 at Page 312 of the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated May 9, 2003 and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13181, Page 404. 

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described. 

FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi- 
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within thir- 
ty (30) days after the date of 
sale. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Brock & Scott, PLLC 
1080 Main Street, Suite 200 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Attorney for U.S. Bank 
Trust, National Association, 
as Trustee of American 
Homeowner Preservation 
Trust Series 2015A+ 
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage 
401-217-8701 

05/13, 05/20, 05/27/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

Premises: 45 Jim Ash 
Road, Palmer, MA 01069 

By virtue and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Susan 
J. Bryant to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, 
as nominee for Countrywide 
Home Loans, Inc., and 
now held by The Bank of 
New York Mellon f/k/a 
The Bank of New York 
as Trustee for Registered 
Holders of CWABS, Inc., 
Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2006-23, said mort- 
gage dated October 7, 
2006 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 16260, 
Page 435, said mortgage 
was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Countrywide Home Loans, 
Inc. to The Bank of New 
York Mellon, f/k/a The Bank 
of New York as Trustee 
for Registered Holders of 
CWABS, Inc., Asset Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006- 
23 by assignment dated 
September 19, 2019 and 
recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22861, 
Page 176; for breach of the 
conditions in said mortgage 
and for the purpose of fore- 
closing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on 
June 11, 2021 at 02:00 PM 
Local Time upon the prem- 
ises, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

The land in the Village 
of Bondsville, Town of 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, situated 
on the easterly side of Jim 
Ashe Road, bounded and 
described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a pipe in 
the easterly side of Jim Ashe 
Road, said pipe marking 
the southwest corner of the 
premises herein described 
and the northwest corner 
of land now or formerly 
of William J. Webb, et ux; 
thence 

NORTH 59 degrees 1’ 
E. along land of said Webb, 
247 feet to a pipe; thence 

NORTH 33 degrees 44’, 
20” W. along land of said 
Webb, 200 feet to a pipe; 
thence 

SOUTH 59 degrees 6’ W. 
along land now or former- 


ly of Sumner R. Chapin, et 
ux, 238.70 feet to a pipe on 
the easterly side of Jim Ashe 
Road; thence 

SOUTH 31 degrees 
E. along the easterly side 
of Jim Ashe Road, 200 
feet to the PLACE OF 
BEGINNING. 

Containing approximate- 
ly one and one-tenth acres. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to Susan J. Bryant 
by deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 10264, 
Page 74. 

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title 
see deed dated April 23, 
1998 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 10264, 
Page 74. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
Said premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal 
liens and assessments, if 
any, which take precedence 
over the said mortgage 
above described. 

FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, 
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s 
check at the time and place 
of the sale by the purchas- 
er. The balance of the pur- 
chase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
within thirty (30) days after 
the date of sale. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Brock & Scott, PLLC 

1080 Main Street, Suite 200 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Attorney for The Bank of 
New York Mellon f/k/a 

The Bank of New York 

as Trustee for Registered 

Holders of CWABS, Inc., 

Asset-Backed Certificates, 

Series 2006-23 
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage 
401-217-8701 
05/13, 05/20, 05/27/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD21D0393DR 
Amanda D Fontaine vs. 
Sean M Fontaine 
DIVORCE SUMMONS 
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING 

To the Defendant: 

The Plaintiff has 
filed a Complaint for 
Divorce requesting that 
the Court grant a divorce 
for IRRETRIEVABLE 
BREAKDOWN. 

The Complaint is on file 
at the Court. 

An Automatic Restrain- 
ing Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action 
which would negatively 
impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411. 

You are hereby sum- 
moned and required to serve 
upon: 

Amanda D Fontaine 
40 Stafford Hollow Rd. 
Monson, MA 01057 

your answer, if any, on 
or before 08/17/2021. If you 
fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register 
of this Court 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: May 18, 2021 

Rosemary A. Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
05/27/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD11P1015PM 
In the matter of: 
Joseph E Krzyminski 
Of: Monson, MA 
Protected Person/Disabled 
Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, you are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 


Probate & Family Court, that 
the Thirty-nine account(s) of 
Karen Peret of Holland, MA 
as Conservator of the prop- 
erty of said Respondent has 
or have been presented to the 
Court for allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 06/03/2021. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to file 
the written appearance and 
objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you, including the allow- 
ance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir- 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a written 
affidavit of objections stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
upon which each objection 
is based and a copy shall be 
served upon the Conservator 
pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis- 
tered or certified mail, a writ- 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the Petition and account(s) 
at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: May 19, 2021 

Rosemary A. Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
05/27/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Joseph 
Martowski to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgag- 
ee, acting solely as a nom- 
inee for IndyMac Bank, 
F.S.B., dated April 6, 2006 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 15819, Page 239 (the 
“Mortgage’’), as affected by 
a Foreclosure Deed dated 
July 8, 2009, and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 17928, Page 53 of 
which mortgage Deutsche 
Bank National Trust 
Company, as Trustee of the 
Home Equity Mortgage 
Loan Asset-Backed Trust 
Series INABS 2006-C, 
Home Equity Mortgage 
Loan Asset-Backed 
Certificates Series INABS 
2006-C under Pooling and 
Servicing agreement dated 
June 1, 2006 is the pres- 
ent holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for IndyMac 
Bank, F.S.B., its successors 
and assigns to Deutsche 
Bank National Trust 
Company, solely as Trustee 
and not in its individu- 
al capacity for the Home 
Equity Mortgage Trust, 
Series INABS 2006-C under 
the pooling and servicing 
agreement dated June lI, 
2006 dated June 5, 2009 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17928, 
Page 49, and Foreclosure 
Deed from Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
solely as Trustee and not in 
its individual capacity for 
the Home Equity Mortgage 
Trust, Series INABS 2006-C 
under the pooling and ser- 
vicing agreement dated June 
1, 2006 to Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
As Trustee For Home 
Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Trust Series 
Inabs 2006-C, Home Equity 
Mortgage Loan Asset- 
Backed Certificates Series 
Inabs 2006-C under Pooling 
and Servicing agreement 
dated June 1, 2006 dated 
July 8, 2009 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 17928, Page 53, 
and Assignment from 
Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, solely as 
Trustee and not in its indi- 
vidual capacity for the 


Home Equity Mortgage 
Loan Asset-Backed Trust, 
Series INABS 2006-C 
under pooling and servic- 
ing agreement dated June 
1, 2006 to Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
as Trustee of the Home 
Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Trust Series 
INABS 2006-C, Home 
Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Certificates 
Series INABS 2006- 
C under Pooling and 
Servicing agreement dated 
June 1, 2006 dated April 
24, 2013 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 19803, Page 281, 
for breach of conditions of 
said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged prem- 
ises located at 3030 Main 
Street, Bondsville (Palmer), 
MA 01009 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 12:00 PM 
on June 23, 2021, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

A certain parcel of 
land, with buildings there- 
on situate in the vil- 
lage of Bondsville in said 
Palmer, known and desig- 
nated as Lot No. 13 (thir- 
teen) on a plan of land in 
said Bondsville owned 
by Bondsville, Realty, 
Inc. Dated December 5, 
1942, duly recorded with 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book of Plans 
21 Page 100, bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning as a stone 
bound in the westerly side 
line of Main Street at the 
southeasterly corner of land 
now or formerly of Anna 
Leach, thence running 

S. 88 51’ W. Along said 
land now or formerly of 
Anna Leach seventy (70) 
feet to a point; thence run- 
ning 

NORTHEASTERLY 
along a bank and along 
land now or formerly of the 
Bondsville Realty, Inc., one 
hundred sixty-eight (168) 
feet to a point; thence run- 
ning 

S. 81 09” E. Along 
last named land thirty-six 
(36) feet to a point in the 
Westerly line of Main 
Street; thence running 

S. 8 51” W. Along the 
westerly line of Main Street; 
(50) feet to a stone bound; 
thence running 

S 16” 30” W. Along 
said westerly side line of 
Main Street ninety-nine and 
93/100 (99.93) feet, to the 
point of beginning, said lot 
containing 7,7000 square 
feet, more or less. 

TOGETHER with and 
SUBJECT to pipe and drain- 
age rights of record insofar 
as the same may be in force 
and applicable. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 15819, 
Page 235. 

The premises will be 
sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and 
liens, and subject to prior 
liens or other enforceable 
encumbrances of record 
entitled to precedence over 
this mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit of 
all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as a 
deposit must be shown at the 
time and place of the sale in 
order to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt 
from this requirement); 
high bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale upon 
acceptance of bid; balance 
of purchase price payable 
by certified check in thir- 
ty (30) days from the date 
of the sale at the offices of 
mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may 
be designated by mortgag- 
ee. The description for the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
as Trustee of the Home 
Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Trust Series 
INABS 2006-C, Home 
Equity Mortgage Loan 
Asset-Backed Certificates 
Series INABS 2006-C 
under Pooling and Servicing 


agreement dated June lI, 
2006 

Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 
Martowski, Joseph, 
20-037534 

05/27, 06/03, 06/10/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by David 
D. Perkins and Sherry 
R. Perkins to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
acting solely as a nominee 
for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker 
Mortgage Corp., dated April 
25, 2008 and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17270, 
Page 496 (the “Mortgage’’), 
as affected by a Loan 
Modification Agreement 
dated November 27, 2012, 
and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 19868, 
Page 517, and further affect- 
ed by a Loan Modification 
Agreement dated June 8, 
2016, and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
21240, Page 411, and fur- 
ther affected by a Loan 
Modification Agreement 
dated January 12, 2018, and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22362, Page 
89 of which mortgage Selene 
Finance LP is the pres- 
ent holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
its successors and assigns 
to Bank of America, N.A., 
successor by merger to BAC 
Home Loans Servicing, LP 
FKA Countrywide Home 
Loans Servicing, LP dated 
April 19, 2012 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 19221, Page 577, and 
Assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee 
for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker 
Mortgage Corp., its succes- 
sors and assigns to Selene 
Finance LP dated April 
15, 2015 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20681, Page 195, and 
Assignment from Bank of 
America, N.A., successor 
by merger to BAC Home 
Loans Servicing, LP f/k/a 
Countrywide Home Loans 
Servicing, LP to Selene 
Finance LP dated May 16, 
2017 and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
21686, Page 600, for breach 
of conditions of said mort- 
gage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises locat- 
ed at 21 Wilbraham Road, 
Monson, MA 01057 will be 
sold at a Public Auction at 
12:00 PM on June 15, 2021, 
at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described 
below, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

A certain parcel of land in 
Monson, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron pipe 
in the Northerly line of the 
Monson Wilbraham Road 
at its intersection with the 
Westerly line of the road 
leading to the house of one 
Hasenjager, and running 
thence 

N. 4” 30’ W. on line 
of said road leading to 
Hasenjager’s 104 feet to an 
iron pipe at land now or for- 
merly of Alfred D. Maynard 
et ux, thence 

West 109.5 feet to an iron 
pipe; thence 

Southeasterly 136.33 
feet to an iron pipe in the 
Northerly line of said 
Monson-Wilbraham Road; 
thence 

N. 70° 15’ E. on said 
Wilbraham Road 100 feet to 
the place of beginning. 

Subject to all easements, 
rights of way, and other 
restrictions of record in force 
an applicable. 

For title, see deed to 
David D. Perkins and Sherry 
R. Perkins recorded with 
said Deeds in Book/Volume 
10452, Page 596. 

Property Address: 

21 Wilbraham Road 

Monson, MA 01057 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 10452, Page 
596. 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 


ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold- 
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require- 
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic- 
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may 
be designated by mortgag- 
ee. The description for the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Selene Finance LP 
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 
Perkins, David D., 
20-036603 
05/20, 05/27, 06/03/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0882EA 
Estate of: 

Richard E. Sepiol 
Date of Death: 02/13/2015 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
andlor Appointment has 
been filed by Noreen M. 
Sepiol of Palmer, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Noreen M. Sepiol of 
Palmer, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/15/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: May 18, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
5/27/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD19P1647EA 
Estate of: 
Linda J. Wheelock 
Date of Death: 

July 10, 2019 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner Eric 
Gianni of Londonderry, NH 
and Petitioner Derek Benn 
of North Kingstown, RI. 

Eric Gianni of 
Londonderry, NH and Derek 
Benn of North Kingstown, 
RI have been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inven- 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

05/27/2021 





Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


The Journal Register 
Your Community Newspaper 
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mharrison@turley.com © 413.283.8393 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED HARDWOOD $165 a 
cord. You pick up. Call Ray after 7pm 
(413)267-4386 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 





DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours today! 
Call 1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. 
Call 855-380-5976 for a free idea 
starter guide. Submit your idea for a 
free consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 
800-457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and 
Peace of Mind. No Long Term Con- 
tracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New En- 
gland. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy New 
England Classified Ad Network by 
calling (413)283-8393, classi- 
fieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


= EARLY 
* DEADLINES 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


TAG SALE 


Antiques Tag Sale! 58 Daniels Shays 
Highway, Pelham Memorial Weekend 
Friday & Saturday 9am 


YARD SALE!! 194 Moulton 
Hill Road, Monson. Equine 
tack; yard and carpentry tools; elec- 


tronics; clothing; appliances; house- 
hold items; antiques and more. 
Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th 9am 
SHARP 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 






pat In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE. 


To advertise, 


place your ad no later than NOON aes 


Friday, May 28 74 
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1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A B Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2**xxekk A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, demol- 
ished. Swimming pools removed. 
Cheaper than dumpster fees and we 
do all the work. Lowest rates. Fully 
insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. 
Thank you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. 
Call today for a free quote. 413- 
289-6251 Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


fi 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 









CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 


nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 


(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex- 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


J MasterCard 


VISA 


_J Discover 


—— —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
"$3550 "3600! or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State. Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X perweekrate=$ subtotal 
Cash = 4 Check# _ 7 x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date Oe TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Quabbin ———— 


Circulation: 
50,500 
















y ‘> 
BRAINTREE 
BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
tat BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 


SPRINGFIELD 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW 
EST 


Ww NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 
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Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


Includes 





additional words 
$10.00 
——————_—— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
$5,00 
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


IW1eas 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


MOTORCYCLES 


DIRT BIKE! Completely profession- 
ally tuned. Completely street legal 
250CC. Less than 10 mins on bike 
as new motorcyle. Too tall for rider. 
$1,800 (508)873-4671 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





AMERICAN CARBONATION 
CORPORATION 19 2nd Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. Looking for CDL 
Truck Drivers with and without Hazmat. 
100% paid health insurance and paid 
10% gross wages in profit sharing. 
Join Our Team! Call Dan (413)283- 
9906 


ASSESSORS CLERK AND/OR 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR _ The 
Town of Granby is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Assessors 
Clerk (AC) and/or Assistant Assessor 
(AA) for a full-time position (30 hours). 
Preferred candidates must possess 
(AC)a high school diploma and one 
year of office administration and/or re- 
cord keeping experience; experience 
in a municipal setting and in dealing 
with the public strongly preferred; or an 
equivalent combination of education 
and experience. (AA) Demonstrates 
experience and/or schooling required. 
Certified or certifiable as Mass Accred- 
ited Assessor. Knowledge of Mass. 
Principals of real and personal proper- 
ty values. Must enjoy interacting with 
the public, real estate agents and oth- 
er town offices. Job descriptions and 
applications are available at the Town 
of Granby Selectboard Office 10-B 
W State St Granby MA 01033 or by 
calling 413-467-7177. Applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled. 
Salary depends on qualifications and 
experience. Please submit cover letter 
and resume to: Town of Granby Board 
of Assessors C/O Board of Selectmen 
10-B West State St., MA 01033. 


Carpenters & Laborers Wanted. Im- 
mediate employment. Working local 
Ware/Palmer. Call (413)531-1936 


CUSTODIAL- PART-TIME posi- 
tion available. Experience preferred 
however will train. Call Pride Clean- 
413-283: 


ing Contractors Inc. 
7087. 





GRANTS ACCOUNTANT/ 
GRANTS MANAGER. THE 
PIONEER VALLEY TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY (PVTA) 

is seeking an experienced Grants 
Manager to perform all grants ac- 
counting and grants management 
functions. This position serves as a 
key member of the finance team to 
perform grants management oversight 
and coordination related to all capital 
projects; conduct periodic account 
analysis, reconciliation, and reporting; 
prepare inventory certification for the 
Federal Transit Authority (FTA); and 
maintain all related records and doc- 
umentation in compliance with regu- 
latory requirements and established 
procedures. This position also serves 
as DBE Liaison for the PVTA. This is 
an excellent career opportunity for a 
seasoned grants management profes- 
sional. Wage range $25-$30/hour de- 
pending on experience, with excellent 
benefits package including pension, 
457b, generous paid time off benefits 
and more. 


If you would like to be considered for 
this outstanding career opportuni- 
ty, please review a detailed position 
description and qualification require- 
ments on our website at www.pvta. 
com/careers prior to applying. Please 
upload cover letter and resume via 
our website or mail directly to PVTA, 
Attn: Human Resources Manager, 665 
Cottage Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 
AA/EEO/DF/ADA. 


OUTREACH WORKER Town of 
Hardwick is looking for Community 
Outreach Worker. The position is to 
perform social service and admin- 
istrative work in maintaining contact 
with the town’s elderly to assess their 
needs, encourage participation in 
group activities and make referrals as 
necessary; all other related work as re- 
quired for both the Towns of Hardwick 
and Barre. Cover letter and resumes 
may be sent to coa@townofbarre.com 
or Eileen Clarkson, Director, 40 West 
Street, Suite 433, Barre, MA 01005 





WATER/SEWER MAINTE- 
NANCE WORKER The town of 
Monson is seeking a full-time Wa- 
ter/Sewer Maintenance Worker to 
provide technical work to operate 
and maintain the water and sewer 
systems. License requirements in- 
clude Massachusetts CDL Class B 
and Hoisting 2A, or ability to obtain 
within 3 mo. of hire; Massachusetts 
D-2 and T-1 Certified Operator of 
Drinking Water Facilities, or ability 
to obtain within 6 mo. of hire or at 
digression of the Superintendent. 
Acknowledgement of Tuition Reim- 
bursement Policy Required. 10 days 
paid vacation after 90 days contin- 
uous employment, FY2022 salary 
min $19.01 max $23.74. Contact 
the Monson Treasurer’s Office at tel. 
(413) 267-4125, fax (413) 238-6127, 
or e-mail astaples @ monson-ma.gov. 
Completed applications must be re- 
ceived at the Monson Treasurer’s 
Office, 110 Main Street, Monson, MA 
01057 before 4:00 p.m. June 4, 2021. 
This Institution is an equal opportuni- 
ty employer. 


WELL ESTABLISHED WEST- 
ERN MA GENERAL CONTRAC:- 
TOR seeking highly motivated 
hands-on Supervisor to oversee 
filed personnel and subcontractors 
on various commercial projects. 
Construction Supervisor’s License, 
OSHA 30 & Hydraulics License Pre- 
ferred. Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Email resume to pjc@ 
abuilders.com 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


INDUSTRIAL ZONED LARGE 
WAREHOUSE available, plus 500 
sq.ft. out building, large garage bay 
and front office area. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer (413)231-3131 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING , 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





MORGAN | from page 1 
2021-’22 school year and beyond? 


Morgan: In preparation for the 2021-2022 
school year the Monson school committee should 
be focused on discussing options and preparing sup- 
port for students and teachers to bridge the gaps in 
education. This might be considered a Covid related 
issue, however, I believe it has been an important is- 
sue that was only exacerbated by Covid and needs 
to be addressed immediately. Students who are be- 
hind academic grade levels do not always qualify for 
special education services because they do not have 
a disability. These students receive tiered support 
through general education to close the educational 
gap between themselves and their peers. Acknow]- 
edging the reality that remote learning was not a re- 
placement for in person learning for most students, 
the number of students requiring tired interventions 
through general education will significantly increase 
going forward. Our teachers and students will need 
a plan, and most likely additional support to catch 
students up in their educational framework. The state 
educational standards will not change. Therefore, 
more now than ever, our general education supports 
will need to close these gaps for our students to be 
prepared for next year’s curriculum and beyond. 


Q: If you were able to unilaterally change any 
school policies or practices, what would that be? 


Morgan: If I could change any school poli- 
cy it would be the cafeteria meal charging policy. I 
believe school lunches should be free to ensure all 
students can have access to lunch and breakfast at 
school if needed. Nutrition and food intake is such 
an important part of a student’s readiness and avail- 
ability for learning. Families that may not qualify for 
state funded free or reduced lunch (or do not want 
to apply) may not be able to afford to pay for school 
meals due to other financial constraints which may 
not be considered for program qualification. This can 
cause students to go to school without breakfast or 
with a lunch from home that does not contain enough 
calories or variety to appropriately fuel their bodies. 
Limited food intake can affect a student’s attention, 
focus, alertness, and overall effort in the classroom. 
This is one basic need that all children should have 
but not all are obtaining for so many reasons. We 
should not let this barrier prevent any student from a 
successful day of learning. 


Q: During the pandemic, public school sys- 
tems everywhere have become a flashpoint for po- 
litical disagreements. What ideas do you have to 
help unite the education community and put the 
focus back on learning? 


Morgan: Our school district needs to focus on 
the students, and the adults that are driving decisions 
need to put their political views aside in order to do 
this. Stakeholders need to take a step back and look 
at the fundamentals of learning. This should include 
student learning levels, gaps in performance stan- 
dards, and how we can support the greatest needs for 
the most students. Education should not be driven by 
personal political beliefs. Education should be driv- 
en by research, evidenced based practices, and data 
collected by our teachers on effective teaching and 
student performance. If data indicates a need, that 
should drive the discussions, not what a political par- 
ty thinks our educational systems should include. If 
we as a School community focus on student needs, 
we can effectively collaborate. When differences in 
opinions come up, if decisions are based on what is 
best for all our students, we will unite in the best in- 
terest of the educational community. 


Q: What book(s) are you reading now, or last 
book read? 


Morgan: When I am looking for a good read to 
decompress I turn towards historical fiction. I love 
learning about the world and its history. The last 
book I read was “Origin” by Dan Brown. These 
books have helped me create a wish list of places to 
travel in the future. “The Davinci Code” was the first 
historical fiction book I read, and I can’t wait to trace 
the steps of Robert Landon through all the landmarks 
in the story starting with France and Scotland. 


Talk about yourself 


Please use this space to tell readers/voters 
more about you as a person. 


Morgan: I grew up in Palmer, and being close to 
Monson I had the opportunity to participate in much 
that Monson had to offer. One of my favorite mem- 
ories as a child is spending time with my family en- 
joying the 4th of July festivities in Monson. My hus- 
band Bob and I met while I was in graduate school. 
He loved adventure and so I went along for the ride. 
He took me skydiving, we traveled to Bolivia to visit 
a friend, and we visited many popular cities across 
the U.S. After we were married, Bob and I moved to 
Monson to start our family in this great community. 
We have two amazing children who attend Granite 
Valley School, and two animated boxers. 

My husband and I love spending time with our 
family out on the water where we wakesurf, tube, 
fish, and relax in the sun. We love being outdoors 
where you might find us hiking, playing sports, or 
having fun playing with our mud loving dogs. We 
love watching our kids play sports and cheering on 
their teams at every event. I love my job working 
with and advocating for the students and families in 
the district I work. However, I make sure to balance 
work and enjoy my free time having fun with family 
and friends. 

I love to travel and have a goal of visiting as 
many national parks as possible in my lifetime. I 
have loved making connections and meeting new 
families in town where my children and our family 
have made some amazing friends. We enjoy partici- 
pating in events and supporting the town in any way 
possible. I love this community and know that I can 
use my passion and knowledge in education to ad- 
vocate for the students of this town. I will listen to 
and represent the families of this community if I am 
elected as a member of the school committee. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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of the School Committee. What are you most proud 
of during this time? Conversely, if there was an op- 
portunity for a do-over, what would you have done 
differently? 


Graves-Harrison: Throughout the pandemic and 
every day I listen to the community and bring various 
perspectives to the table. Regardless of the outcome 
your views and needs were always a priority. The goal 
was to ensure the safety of our community, our students 
and our staff returning to school as quickly as possible. 
As a committee we are charged with making decisions 
based on facts and evidence. The facts and evidence 
were constantly changing as well as the state mandates. 
The committee met weekly to address the ever chang- 
ing demands. 

It is very hard to ask what I would have done differ- 
ently due to the fact that I serve on a committee. Each 
decision or action taken is done collectively as a team, 
and we all know there is no “1” in team. I am proud of 
all the time and effort we put into this, the thoughtful 
discussions and decisions we faced. We always wanted 
our community to have safe choices and that our chil- 
dren are back and safe including our high school stu- 
dents before the state mandate of their return. 


Q: If you were able to unilaterally change any 
school policies or practices, what would that be? 


Graves-Harrison: I am currently serving on the 
policy subcommittee and we are meeting new man- 
dates and recommendations provided by the state and 
also cleaning up some of the old policies based on their 
recommendations. Regarding NEW ones..I would want 
to hear from the community..what do you want? Why? 
and then together we can work towards the betterment 
of our district. 


Q: During the pandemic, public school systems 
everywhere have become a flashpoint for political 
disagreements. What ideas do you have to help unite 
the education community and put the focus back on 
learning? 


Graves-Harrison: This is quite simple, there is no 
place for political disagreements in our education sys- 
tem. Our number one priority has and will always be 
to educate our students, foster independent thinking, 
learn all sides of the situation being taught and yes we 
need and do teach government. How our government 
works, and its structure. This I feel is so important for 
our students to be successful contributing members of 
our society as they come of age. 


Q: What book(s) are you reading now, or last 
book read? 


Graves-Harrison: James Patterson: “Unlucky 13” 
Talk about yourself 


Please use this space to tell readers/voters more 
about you as a person. 


Graves-Harrison: As a lifelong resident of Mon- 
son, I am proud to say that not only have I chosen to re- 
main in town, I have chosen to raise my two daughters 
in Monson and in our public school system. I grew up 
here in Monson with my mother and father and I have 
an older brother. My father was a lifelong advocate and 
community leader for the Deaf, as he was Deaf him- 
self. During my childhood I accompanied my father to 
countless board meetings, advocacy group events, law 
and statue meetings and a multitude of other Deaf com- 
munity events. This part of my childhood shaped the 
rest of my life. 

Following in my father’s footsteps I began my ca- 
reer working at the Mass State Association of the Deaf 
and at the American School for the Deaf. I began learn- 
ing of the various resources and equipment for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing. I started off working with Deaf 
children who had special needs or social emotional 
needs, by creating and implementing IEP/504 programs 
specifically tailored to each student’s personal needs to 
allow them to be successful within their educational en- 
deavors. 

From that position I accepted a role within the 
Springfield Public Schools System, where I worked as 
a bilingual special education teacher in their Life Skills 
program. During my time with the Springfield Public 
Schools, I realized where my true ambition and passion 
fell, and I made the move to the Massachusetts Com- 
mission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. I realized the 
Deaf community had the need for systematic advocacy 
across the board; ranging from housing issues, to job 
finding kills, to employment, education opportunities 
all the way through court filings. 

I had found my place in the world, and it was help- 
ing others within a community that I grew up with and 
in! I was able to become part of an amazing organiza- 
tion that allowed me to use my voice for a greater good, 
which is also what I have done here in Monson on the 
School Committee. Over the course of my life I have 
prided myself on being a team player, someone who 
others can trust, someone who not only listens and has 
a discussion about people’s needs and wants, but also as 
someone who follow through with any plans, promises 
or actions that I have said I would do, and all of this is 
possible because I know I am a dependable and honest 
person. 

Growing up in our small town I fell in love with 
our community. Monson is a town that no matter what 
side of life you come from, what our background is, or 
what your current life situation is, we ALWAYS pull 
together to help each other. These two reasons are why 
I chose to raise my two daughters in town, the people 
and the sense of community we all have here. Both of 
my daughters attend Monson Public Schools, they are 
involved in an array of town sports programs, and both 
of them carry a heavy send of Monson Pride. 

My girls have learned the importance of being 
involved in community service and helping others by 
watching how the citizens in Monson come together 
and treat each other with kindness and respect, and I 
would not want them anywhere else because of that! I 
feel that it is important for my girls to grow up in a town 
that they love, a town that I love and a town that the rest 
of the residents love. Because of that pride that has been 
instilled in them since birth, I am very proud of their 
love for this community at such a young age. 

I always have been and always will be someone 
that anyone can talk to about an issue and I will always 
do my best for the town and the individual. I love this 
town, I love the community and I love the school sys- 
tem, and I am honored to be a voice for those who feel 
as though they do not have one. 
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paring for the 2021-’22 school year and beyond? 


Bailey: I would like to see further focus on the 
socio-emotional needs of the students in our district. 
There is much more than just learning about the as- 
signed curriculum that happens while in school, no 
matter the age. 


Q: If you were able to unilaterally change any 
school policies or practices, what would that be? 


Bailey: One area I would like to look more into 
is the structure for Personal Development and train- 
ings opportunities the teacher and staff receive. It may 
be beneficial to have trainings that also allow student 
ambassadors to also attend that allow sharing of top- 
ics and experiences. The district currently works ac- 
tively to provide desired trainings which is important 
for staff involvement and having check-ins for those 
topics can only further encourage continued learning 
and implementation. Overall, I feel that a practice or 
policy worth looking at comes second to the ones that 
the staff and community members are acknowledging. 
My main priority is to connect with those that want to 
be heard and explore the policies/procedures further as 
they arise. 


Q: During the pandemic, public school systems 
everywhere have become a flashpoint for political 
disagreements. What ideas do you have to help 
unite the education community and put the focus 
back on learning? 


Bailey: I believe that there has been an ongoing 
shift and divide happening long before the pandemic 
concerns shed light to it. Society 1s ever evolving and 
a shift in focus in the school can, as uncomfortable as 
it may be, have positive aspects to it as well. I do feel 
that learning should be the main priority but that is dif- 
ficult to encourage if ears, hearts, and minds are not 
presently connected as well. It 1s important to ensure 
that everyone involved in the school community that 
chooses to have their voice heard be given a respectful 
and supportive opportunity in doing that. I believe that 
shifting the focus back to learning will be easier when 
individuals feels that the goals for learning, at their 
core, do truly align even if it is presented differently. 


Q: What book(s) are you reading now, or last 
book read? 


Bailey: I am currently reading “The Art of Psychic 
Reiki - Developing Your Intuitive and Empathic abili- 
ties for Energy Healing.” 


Talk about yourself 


Please use this space to tell readers/voters more 
about you as a person. 


Bailey: Hi readers! My name is Gennie Bailey and 
I am a semi-Monsonite native along with my husband 
Justin Bailey and two sons ages 6 years and 2 years. I 
lived in Monson until 2nd grade when we then moved 
to Texas for two years and then moved to California 
for 5 years. My high school in California consisted of 
around 4,000 students from the area and following a 
major riot/lock down my family decided to plant our 
roots again back in Monson around family, friends, 
and a close-knit school system. Following graduating 
from high school I decided to move back to California 
for a period of time but ultimately landed back in Mas- 
sachusetts to be closer to family. 

Part of who I am today has been greatly impacted 
by the opportunity to live in several different parts of 
the country and gained experiences both academically 
and emotionally that I would not have gotten other- 
wise, which [ am very grateful for. It has been a hum- 
bling experience to see different dynamics across the 
country including the educational approach and topics 
focused on varying from state to state. I continued on 
to become a Licensed Mental Health Clinician work- 
ing in settings such as campus residential settings, 
non-profit agencies doing In Home Therapy, and now 
currently doing individual therapy primarily focused 
on trauma work. 

I thoroughly love what I do and I am very grateful 
every day for the opportunity to do what I do. When I 
am not working, my time is often spent with my family 
and staying busy. It has been such an exciting time to 
finally be able to sit on the sidelines of my son’s sports 
practices and watch them have a blast or even pick- 
ing grass knowing they get to live a while longer with 
such wonder and ease for excitement. We are currently 
building a home in Monson so my family has been ac- 
tively involved in every step of this process from hav- 
ing my 5 year old help my husband dig the yard or 
my 2 year old that loves to vacuum almost everything 
there. 

Seeing my family plant roots here is a wonderful 
sight for my soul and knowing that I could have a role 
on the School Committee and further help pave a pos- 
itive learning environment for my children both aca- 
demically and emotionally is a strong passion of mine. 
I’m a chatter so please feel free to stop and say “HI” if 
you run into me at any of our towns events! 
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ly, if there was an opportunity for a do-over, 
what would you have done differently? 


Lord: This past year has been quite a chal- 
lenge, one that none of us could have possibly 
been ready for. It was definitely one of those 
times when you wish that life came with an in- 
struction book so you could turn to page 433 
to read how best to handle the education of our 
children during a global pandemic. Information 
constantly was inconsistent and evolving every 
day and the guidance we received from DESE 
was accepted only with a significant amount of 
healthy skepticism. I was so very impressed by 
the school committee as they balanced the need 
to educate our children and used prudence, in- 
sight, and information to formulate a game plan 
on how to move forward. In addition, the com- 
mittee charged our superintendent with convey- 
ing information to students, parents and staff and 
we met weekly to stay on top of the constantly 
changing landscape of the COVID virus. 

Our meetings were discussive and delibera- 
tive and I was very impressed with how success- 
ful the committee operated during the entire year. 
I felt honored to lead such a bright and caring 
group of people and in retrospect, I could not 
think of anything we might have done differently 
as we are emerging from this pandemic with no 
loss of life from anyone involved in our schools. 
While that sounds perhaps dramatic the safety of 
our children was indeed our number one priority. 


Q: If you were able to unilaterally change 
any school policies or practices, what would 
that be? 


Lord: I would not unilaterally change any 
policies or practices as the role of the school 
committee is to set policies as a group and guide 
how they are put in place. 


Q: During the pandemic, public school 
systems everywhere have become a flashpoint 
for political disagreements. What ideas do you 
have to help unite the education community 
and put the focus back on learning? 


Lord: I think that now that our kids are back 
in school, our job is to educate them and try to 
offset deficiencies as a result of the extended 
remote learning. The settlement of political dis- 
agreements is really not the job of the school 
committee as there will always be disagreements. 
Disagreements will ebb and flow as time goes on 
and really have no place when it comes to our 
responsibility to teach our children. 


Q: What book(s) are you reading now, or 
last book read? 


Lord: “Endurance.” It’s about Ernest Shack- 
leton’s voyage to South Pole. 


Talk about yourself 


Please use this space to tell readers/voters 
more about you as a person. 


Lord: Every night I kiss my sons goodnight 
and I whisper in their ears “Make the world a bet- 
ter place.” This is why I am on the school com- 
mittee. All of us have a responsibility to do what 
we can do, no matter how great or how small to 
also make our world a better place. One of the 
ways I set that example to my sons is to help 
make the Monson Schools the very best they can 
be. 

About 12 or 13 years ago, our community 
had a school committee with very little credi- 
bility, efficacy or cohesiveness with other town 
boards. I joined the School Committee with the 
sole reason to help restore the credibility of our 
committee and that I have indeed done that by 
mentoring new members and by establishing sol- 
id ties to our other town departments. Most im- 
portantly, I helped make the biggest change by 
ending the cycle of constantly replaced superin- 
tendents and installed Dr. Clarke who, with the 
help and support of the school committee, has 
indeed made our schools as great as they are now. 

When I first joined the committee, I had no 
idea that one day I would have children. Our de- 
cision was to enroll Blake and Will in the Mon- 
son Schools because I believe in our schools and 
I believe in our staff and our superintendent and 
I believe that the committee members honored 
to oversee this incredible community resourc- 
es will continue to make sure that “MONSON 
SCHOOLS ROCK!!” 





believe making sure that the chil- 
dren have additional resources at 
their disposal will be important. 
This has been a difficult school 
year and it will be important for 
them to have extra help, not only 
with academics but with social 
emotional learning as well. 


Q: If you were able to uni- 
laterally change any school pol- 
icles or practices, what would 
that be? 


Watts: I am honestly con- 
tent with the policies of Monson 
Schools. 


Q: During the pandemic, 
public school systems every- 
where have become a flashpoint 
for political disagreements. 
What ideas do you have to help 
unite the education community 
and put the focus back on learn- 
ing? 


Watts: In my opinion we nev- 
er lost focus on learning. We had 
to change how we learned. People 
in general struggle with change 
and sadly their different ideas 
about how to learn became the 
flashpoint. People wanted schools 
open, some people preferred re- 
mote learning. Ultimately we all 
need to remember it’s about the 
children. If we all remember that, 
the community will always be 
united. 


Q: What book(s) are you 
reading now, or last book read? 


Watts: “Surviving parental 
alienation: a journey of hope and 
healing” by Amy Baker and Paul 
Fine. 


Talk about yourself 

Please use this space to tell 
readers/voters more about you 
as a person. 


Watts: My name is Jackie 
Watts Jr. I was born and raised in 
Springfield. I moved to Monson 
in 2008. I live with my wife and 
daughters. I’m a very simple and 
routine person. I wake up, go to 
work come home and hang out 
with the family. I love to cook 
(especially BBQ) and create new 
meals. Two daughters have grad- 
uated from Monson Schools, and 
our youngest is finishing 6th grade. 
My wife has worked as a teach- 
er and administrator for Monson 
schools for almost 20 years. Being 
a part of the school committee has 
been a great experience. | think it’s 
important to have an open mind 
and voice your opinion. Decisions 
have not been easy but they have 
always been for what’s best. 
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From left to right: Aubrie Murphy, Tracy Kroll, Sharon Morin, Jeni Mei, and Jeanne Jackson. 


Our TEAM-based Approach Sets Us Apart 


Each TEAM has an Assistant Client Service Representative who 
works with our Account Managers to ensure all of your insurance 
needs are met. We put you first, treat everyone with respect, 
and work with integrity. 
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